We have a new Presiding Bishop-elect

By Yonat Shimron [Religion News Service] Posted Jul 31, 2025

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America elected its first Black leader on July 30 at its
churchwide assembly meeting in Phoenix, Arizona.

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, bishop of the ELCA’s Metropolitan Chicago Synod since 2019, will serve
a six-year term as the denomination’s presiding bishop, the top leadership role. He succeeds
Elizabeth Eaton, who has served two terms as presiding bishop.

The 2.7 milion-member Protestant group also passed a strongly worded resolution calling on
members “to petition U.S. leaders to recognize and act to end the genocide against
Palestinians, halt military aid to Israel used in Gaza, and support Palestinian statehood and U.N.
membership.”

Other Protestant groups have weighed in with statements calling Israel’s actions in Gaza a
genocide. The United Church of Christ, which met earlier this summer, passed a resolution for
an end to genocide. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) last year wrote a pastoral letter
that said, “What Palestinians are experiencing is nothing less than genocide.”

The ELCA has sister groups in the embattled region: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land, and the World Council of Churches/Ecumenical Accompaniment



Programme in Palestine and Israel. The Lutheran World Federation operates Augusta Victoria
Hospital in Jerusalem, which provides care for Palestinians in the West Bank. One of the
strongest critics of Israel's assault on Gaza is Palestinian pastor Munther Isaac of the
Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in Bethlehem.

Curry, who is 52, was elected on the fifth ballot during voting on the floor of the Phoenix
Convention Center. He received 562 votes out of 799 votes cast.

He has been serving a synod or regional church group of 165 congregations.
He spoke to the assembly about his initial hesitation in accepting the role.

“I never saw myself as good enough, so for two years, | said no,” Curry said. “| finally said yes.
When | said yes, your support, this church’s support, of that ministry meant everything. So if you
want to know what your benevolence dollars look like, it looks like me. And | want to say thank
you. Thank you for your investment.”

He previously served as pastor of Shekinah Chapel Lutheran Church in Riverdale, lllinois, and
as mission developer at the church, which is predominantly Black.

Curry grew up Catholic on the South Side of Chicago and became a seventh-grade public
school teacher. An unexpected invitation to a worship service in St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church, back in the 1990s, led him to discover a calling to ordination.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts from Lewis University in Romeoville, lllinois, in 1995 and a Master
of Divinity in 2013 from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, one of seven ELCA
seminaries.

He and his wife, LaShonda, are the parents of three daughters.

Presiding Bishop-elect Yehiel Curry sitting  ELCA Presiding Bishop-elect Yehiel Curry with retired Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry



Readers of Emanuel

LUCADO

New York Times BESTSELLING AUTHOR

AINXI10US

“Anxious for Nothing” by Max Lucado

This book reminds us that even in the midst of uncertainty, there are
reasons to be excited and happy. It's a book full of hope and
encouragement. The book takes a step in bringing faith and mental
health together providing tips that one can to apply.

We will meet this Sunday August 10t at 10:45AM in Jacolbs
Hall to enjoy fellowship, food and discuss *Anxious for
Nothing”.

Everyone is welcome!



Cail for Vendors!
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We still have room for a

few vendors

Emanuel Lutheran Church Craft Fair/Bazaar

9 New London Ave
West Warwick Rl 02893

Saturday, November 8, 2025 — 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sunday, November 9, 2025 — 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm

$25 per entry — 1 6ft table limit
Hand-made items only

for more information or for an application

Contact: Carol at cmjohnson1220@gmail.com



August’s Monthly Lunch

The next lunch will be held:

Thursday, August 28t 12:30PMm to 2Pm

at Filippou's Twisted Pizza
?15 Tiogue Ave, Coventry, RI 02816

If you would like to go, please email, text or call Michael Groleau at

Cell: 401-465-5021
Email: MichaelKGroleau@gmail.com

Friends welcomel


mailto:MichaelKGroleau@gmail.com

This week we fed 178 people from 79 families and gave
out 3878 pounds of food.

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors!



Summer Worship Schedule

One service at 9:15am
June 22 through August 31



Do You lLike Coffee?

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday. Ifit's
your first time (or 2nd or 31d), people will help you and
show you where everything is.

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
in the entry way. Thank you.



Bible Readings for Sunday August 10th
First Reading 2nd Corinthians 12:7b-10

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, we tell of how Christ works in our lives. God often shows up
most powerfully in our moments of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is
sufficient for us.

/o To keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. ¢ Three times | appealed
to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 7 but he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, | will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. '°Therefore |
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the
sake of Christ; for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

Gospel Reading Luke 22:1-23

In Mark's gospel Jesus is abandoned by all. He appears vulnerable and weak. And yet itis here, in giving his life for all who
have forsaken him, that he shows himself to be the frue Son of God.

'As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him
over to Pilate. “Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews2"” He answered him,
“You say so.” °Then the chief priests accused him of many things. “Pilate asked him
again, “Have you no answer¢ See how many charges they bring against you.” °But
Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

‘Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. 'Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had
committed murder during the insurrection. 5o the crowd came and began to ask
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. “Then he answered them, “Do you
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?2” '°For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. ''But the chief priests stired up
the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. '“Pilate spoke to them
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews2”
SThey shouted back, “Crucify him!” “Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he
done?"” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to
be crucified.

“Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. '"And they clothed him in
a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 'SAnd
they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” “They struck his head with a reed,
spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 22After mocking him, they stripped
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to
crucify him.

How do the Bible readings speak to you?






Summer Sermon Series

leiﬂr

e AT
.‘4.
ﬂ]}wf b

Holy Disrupters

6/22 The Desert Mothers and Fathers
6/29 Harriet Tubman

//6 Oscar Romero

The Apocrypha

//13 Susanna

/7/20 Bel and the Dragon
7/27 Tobit

One Offs
8/3 What do Lutherans believe about Holy Communione

8/10 The gospel of Taylor Swift

Revelation

8/17 Lifting the Vell

8/24 The Beast and the Dragon (Unmasking the Empire)
8/31 A New Heaven and a New Earth



What is Your Story?

Sharing Our Stories of God

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown
up in their lives.

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please
let Pastor Todd know. Thank you.



On-line Worship at Emanuel During the Summer
Sundays at 2:15AM

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 2:15AM:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/936908644602 pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVAMKzA2VENTQTO?

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering
Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460 and Password: 933328

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and
Facebook group page later in the day.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09

Offerings to Emanuel

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving
through Simply Giving and Givelify.

Offerings can be mailed to:
Emanuel Lutheran Church
20 Leaf Street
West Warwick, Rl 02893

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to
automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify,
which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card.

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let
Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know. Thank you.

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on
Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here: Donate

WWWw.emanuelww.org



https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/

Please keep these children of God
in your prayers this week:

For Healing & Comfort: Sierra (Nancy Kennedy's daughter)

Worship Assistants

August 10 August 17
Counter: Ken Wieboldt Song Edwards
9:15AM 9:156AM
Lay Minister: Bruce Johnson Langdon Clough
Acolyte Tim Hart Tim Hart
Ushers Alex Lucier & Mary Schabek &
Diane Gadoury Brandee Muncey
Lector: Jack Gibbs Sue Auger

Coffee Hour

Hart & Grenier families

Jake Johnson

August’s Memorial Candle

4

The Memorial Candle for August is given by Susan Auger
In loving memory of Douglas Auger




This Week at Emanuel

Monday, August 4 10:00am Deliveries to food paniry (10AM - 1PM)
7:00pm Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall)
Tuesday, August 5 10:00am Food Paniry T0AM - 12PM,
Pastor Office Hours T0AM - 2PM
7:00pm Worship & Music Committee ONLINE

Wednesday, August 6 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH)

Thursday, August 7 4:30pm Christian Education Committee ONLINE
6:30pm Finance Committee ONLINE

Friday, August 8 9:00am Sue Office Hours

Saturday, August 9

Sunday, August 10 9:15am Worship in Person & Online

9th Sunday after Pentecost 10:15am Coffee Hour

10:45am Readers of Emanuel book club (JH)

Next Week at Emanuel

Monday, August 11 10:00am Deliveries to food paniry (10AM - 1PM)
7:00pm Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall)
Tuesday, August 12 10:00am Food Paniry T0AM - 12PM,
Pastor Office Hours 10AM - 2PM
Wednesday, August 13 10:00am Ellie's Circle (JH)
Thursday, August 14 7:00pm Council Meeting (JH)
Friday, August 15 9:00am Elaine Marsh Office Hours

Sunday, August 17 9:15am Worship in Person & Online
10th Sunday after 10:15am Coffee Hour
Pentecost



Upcoming Commemorations

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221

Friday, August 8, 2025

Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block
for the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called
Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty.

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258

Sunday, August 10, 2025

As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for
the church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to
gather the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the
like. The enraged emperor had him put to death.

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253

Monday, August 11, 2025

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society
Wednesday, August 13, 2025

Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean
War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the
disease.

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs

Thursday, August 14, 2025

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz.
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved
to death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk
strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His
sermons and articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement.

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

Friday, August 15, 2025

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the fitle theotokos, meaning
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat,
speaks eloquently of God's liffing the lowly and feeding the hungry.

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar:

Emanuel’s Online Calendar

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site.



http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

