Church Picnic 2025

Thank you to everyone who made this year's church picnic a great success and lots
of fun. Special thanks to Michael Gadoury, Joe Grudzinski and Thrivent Financial!



Endowment Reveal Celebration!

This coming Sunday 9/21 during coffee hour
we will be revealing who will be receiving distributions
from Emanuel’s Mission Endowment Fund.
Come help us celebrate!



Check your Thrivent Financial account.
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FINANCIAL®

Connecting faith & finances for good.®

HOW TO DIRECT
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®

There could be free money for Emanvuel.

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent
Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate
them to help Emanuel.

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to
direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church!

If you're not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your
Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or
Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you.

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent
Choice dollars to help Emanuel.

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today.



Blessing of the Animails!
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At Emanuel Saturday October 4th
11am to 12pm

On this day of commemoration for St. Francis of Assiss — bring your favorite
animal for a blessing. Friends, neighbors and strangers welcomel!



CPR/First Aid Training
at Emanvel

CPR & First Aid
Training Class

If anyone is inferested in learning CPR & First
Aid — including how to use the AED
(Automated External Defibrillator), please let
Bruce Johnson or the church office know.
Bruce will be setting up a class.

bru31é6@cox.net
churchoffice@emanuelww.org



Readers of Emanuel - Sunday October 12th

SQUIRE RUSHNELL

How THE POWER OF

COINCIDENCE GUIDES YOUR LIFE

“When God Winks:
How the Power of Coincidence Guides Your Life”
by Squire Rushnell
Does God speak to us through coincidencese Read the "Godwinks”
experienced by everyday people and celebrities including Barbra

Streisand, Charles Schulz, Oprah Winfrey, Kevin Costner, Mark Twain, John
Adams, and Thomas Jefferson.

We willmeet NEW DATE -> Sunday October 12th at 12PM in
Jacobs Hall to enjoy fellowship, food and discuss
“When God Winks".

Everyone is welcome!



Fundraiser for Emanvuel’s
Food Paniry
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Emanuel's Food Pantry is partnering with
Texas Roadhouse for a fundraiser.

To gear up for Thanksgiving we are selling bags of
peanuts for $3.00 each. Each bag will have a coupon
for a free appetizer with purchase of an entree at Texas
Roadhouse.(One coupon per visit and not valid on
holidays.)

We will offer periodically in Fellowship Hall
during Coffee Hour.



. (H RA
« PAZAAR
4—6’

This year's bazaar is Saturday, November 8 from 92:00 AM to 3:00 PM
and Sunday, November 9 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM. The bazaar
committee is looking for help with the raffle. Any of the following
would be gratefully accepted.

e Gift Cards

e Gift certificates to local establishments.

e Items for baskets. These can be single items or multiple
themed items (wine, liquor, candy, spa-themed items,
gardening items, etc.) All items should be new or gently
used. Your ideas are welcome as welll

e Cash donations to help us purchase raffle items.

If you can help, contact
Carol Johnson at (401) 323-9542, cmjohnson1220@gmail.com
or Sue Wieboldt at (401) 397-9845, susieq3380@gmail.com.


mailto:cmjohnson1220@gmail.com
mailto:susieq3380@gmail.com

Emanvuel Lutheran Church special Council Meeting Minutes Sunday July 27, 2025

Attendees: Myron Gadoury, Bruce Johnson, Ray Nunez, Kathy Plante, Pastor Todd Stange,
Ken Wieboldt, Sue Wieboldt

Absent: Song Edwards, Mark Melanson, Marcia Melanson

Action ltems

Myron will call the contractor(s) to get the roof reinforcement work started.

Gather engineering plans, component information, and supplier information for the
solar panel project. This information should be kept in the church office for reference
when something breaks in the future.

Once the solar panels have been installed, Church Mutual should be nofified and our
policy adjusted to include them.

Need for Relocation of 12 Solar Panels and removal of 3

The fire marshal is requiring a 4 foot walk around the edges of the solar panels on the
roof. In most fowns only a 2 foot walk around is required With the 4 foot walk around,
there is not enough space to fit all the solar panels we had planned on the parsonage
roof.

12 solar panels will be moved from the parsonage roof to Jacobs Hall's roof - 6 on
each side. The sunis less ideal on the Jacobs Hall roof, but it is the best solution with
these new requirements. Moving the panels to Jacobs Hall will result in a loss of 370
watts. This loss is manageable.

In addition to moving 12 panels to the Jacobs Hall roof, 3 panels will be eliminated
from the design. The previous design had 95 panels total. We will now have 92. This
will drop the cost of the solar panels and their installation from $81,000 down to
$77,000. Note, this does not include the additional funds that will be required to
strengthen the parsonage roof (see below).

Need for Parsonage Roof Reinforcement

A structural engineer hired by Sol Power informed us that we need to strengthen the
parsonage roof in order to support the solar panels. Even with having 12 less solar
panels the parsonage roof still needs to be reinforced.

The plan is to sister the rafters on the parsonage roof with additional lumber. This
process will require moving some fire alarm wires.

The estimate for this work is $6,100 for the contractor and $1,000 for the electrician.
Total $7,100.

Insurance and Future Maintenance

We discussed the need to gather engineering plans, component information, and
supplier information for the solar panel project and store this information in the church
office.

When something breaks in the future, Sol Power may not be around. Even the
company that made the parts may not be in business. We should be prepared to find
another company to replace parts that fail. The solar business is going through a lot of
changes currently.



Final Decision and Next Steps
e A motion was made to proceed with the reinforcement work on the roof that is
estimated to cost $7,100. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
e Myron Gadoury will call the contractor to start the work immediately.

Emanvel Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes Thursday August 14, 2025
Attendees: Myron Gadoury, Bruce Johnson, Kathy Plante, Pastor Todd Stange

Absent: Song Edwards, Mark Melanson, Marcia Melanson, Ray Nunez, Ken Wieboldt, Sue
Wieboldt

Opening Devotions
e Pastor Todd began the meeting with a devotion about being faithful and carrying on
even when you are small in numbers. God is always with us. And for those traveling
and unable to be with us, our gathering is a beacon of hope.

Approval of Council meeting minutes from the special council meeting on Sunday July 27th
e We reviewed the minutes, but were not able to approve them. We did not have a
quorum.
e We will approve the minutes at the September council meeting.

Treasurer’s report/Finance
e |t was noted that Emanuel’s insurance costs are high and continue to rise. It was
suggested we may want to check other insurance companies to see if we could get a
better rate. Pastor Todd thought that we had done this recently and found that other
companies would charge about the same of more. Emanuel is currently covered by
Church Mutal.

Solar Project Update

e Alot has happened since our last meeting on 7/27. The parsonage roof has been
strengthened. The solar panels were installed on the parsonage and Jacob Hall roofs.
The panels on the sanctuary roof will be installed soon. 92 solar panels in total will be
installed across all the roofs.

e The system should be fied into the electrical grid sometime in the next few weeks.

e |t was suggested that after the system is up and running that we should have a
celebration and present Mark & Marcia Melanson with a certificate or plague.
Perhaps we could have them *“turn the system on” symbolically.

e Sunday September 29th was suggested for a date to do the celebration. We should
have a special coffee hour.

e |t was suggested that we invite the press — Channel 10 News, Kent County Times. Or
write up a press announcement and send it fo them. Maybe even create a
promotional video to send to the press and also post on Facebook and TikTok to let
people know that Emanuel is creating its own clean energy now. It was also
suggested that perhaps the Bishop could come to the celebration as well.



Property

The parsonage attic was cleaned out in preparation for the work that was done on
the roof. A lot of old stuff was thrown away including checks to an account that no
longer exists. Thank you Myron and helpers!

Two of the three air conditioners are not working. Myron looked into getting them
repaired, but they are no longer making parts for these units. We will need to replace
them with new units, if we choose to do so.

New ac units cost about $10K a piece. Another option would be to purchase window
units. They cost about $500 a piece.

It was suggested that we wait until we get the solar panels up and running before
deciding what to do with the air conditioning. If we purchased heating & cooling
pumps, then they could also be used to heat the sanctuary in the winter using free
electricity from the solar panels.

We were not able to get the water turned on at Emanuel’s cemetery. Myron asked
the town about it, but was told it was disconnected years ago. We want to clean the
cemetery stones. We may be able to get a big water tank and pump to do the job.

Christian Education

Sunday school and confirmation starting up September 7t

We will be sending out a mailing to former and potentially new students and
confirmands next week. The mailing goes to anyone who was baptized at Emanuel in
the past and who is of Sunday school or confirmation age.

Sue Meriano is planning on stepping down as Sunday school superintendent at the
end of this school year. We will need to find a replacement. There are some
possibilities. Danielle David has been teaching Sunday school for the last few years.
Kathy Marco and Kathy Garriott have also taught in the past.

Worship & Music

Choir is starting back up on September 7th,
The committee is planning different things for worship this fall, e.g. Order of Healing
9/29, guest speakers, blessing of animals 10/4, etc.

Church Picnic - Sunday September 7th

Pastor suggested that we have the church picnic on the same Sunday we are kicking
off Sunday school, confirmation and the choir — September 7t in Emanuels courtyard
right after the 10:30 service — as we have done the last few years.

Pastor Todd will check and see if Michael Gadoury is available to bring his grill and
cook this Sunday 9/7.

Pastor Todd will invite the neighbors around the church

Big Brother Big Sister Clothing Bin and Security Cameras Update

The bins have been moved away from the street.

2 cameras have been installed. One is looking at the dumpster. The other one is
looking at the roadway. The cameras are connected to the church wifi. You can
view what they are seeing from your phone/computer. You just need to install the
app. The cameras were ~$40 a piece. There is no ongoing charge for the cameras.
The cameras are solar powered and only record if movement is detected.



Blacking Out Sensitive Background Check information that is no longer needed

It was suggested that we black out sensitive information like social security numbers on
the background checks we run on employees and volunteers who work with children.
Currently this sensitive info is kept in a locked file cabinet. However, we only need this
information initially to perform the background checks. Once they have been done,
we do not need the Soc #s. Keeping this sensitive information is a liability. If anyone
ever stole it or lost it, it could lead to bad things happening.

There was generally agreement that we should black out the sensitive information
once it is no longer needed. It was noted that we should keep a copy of the
background check, in case we ever need to prove that we ran one.

Kathy Plante went on record saying that she thinks we should dispose of the
background checks once they have been reviewed and decision made on whether
or not the person should be allowed to work/volunteer. We can keep a record of
whether or not we ran the check and reviewed it. She doesn’t see a need to keep
the background checks.

We will move ahead with blacking out sensitive information for now.

It was suggested that we get a fireproof safe to hold this information as well as church
records.

Christian Update

Christian fell down the stairs and broke his arm and hurt his shoulder. He was taken to

the hospital and had to have an operation on his broken arm. Pastor Todd visited him
in the hospital.

Linda Nunez and Sue Wieboldt have been helping him and his grandparents by doing
laundry, bringing food. Christian was/is the caretaker for his grandparents.

Family in Parsonage

The family living in the parsonage has been looking for apartments. It has been harder
than they expected. Many places require them to have a higher level of monthly
income. They are looking into the mother getting a job to boost theirincome.

Closing Prayer



India Restaurant Fundraiser

to support humanitarian relief efforts for children in Gaza

September 1st through October 31st India restaurant in Providence wiill
be having a two-month fundraiser to support humanitarian relief
efforts for children in Gaza. During this time, 100% of the proceeds
from our grab-and-go meals will be donated to organizations
providing food, medical care, and emotional support to children
affected by the ongoing crisis.

The India Restaurant in Providence
1060 Hope St, Providence, RI 02906
(401) 421-2600
indiarestaurant.com

The India Restaurant has been a long time supporter of the street
Church Beyond the Walls in Providence - a joint Lutheran/Episcopal
congregation that meets in Burnside Park every Saturday.



Emanvuel’s Choir

. o
Wi .
. 3
." "3 \
4 - A%

The choir is back
Sundays at 9AM
in the sanctuary.

All who like to make
music are welcome.



Do You Like Coffee?

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday. Ifit's
your first time (or 2nd or 31d), people will help you and
show you where everything is.

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
in the entry way. Thank you.



Bible Readings for Sunday September 21st
First Reading Genesis 27:1-23

Jacob and his mother trick Isaac into giving his blessing to Jacob, the younger son, instead of the older Esau.

'When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his
elder son Esau and said fo him, “My son,” and he answered, “Here | am.” 2He said,
“See, | am old; | do not know the day of my death. 3Now then, take your weapons,
your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4Then
prepare for me savory food, such as | like, and bring it to me to eat, so that | may
bless you before | die.”

5SNow Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to
the field to hunt for game for his father, ¢ Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard
your father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game, and prepare for me savory
food to eat, that | may bless you before the LORD before | die.” 8 Now therefore, my
son, obey my word as | command you. ? Go to the flock, and get me two choice kids,
so that | may prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he likes, '9and
you shall take it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” ! But
Jacob said to his mother Rebekah, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and | am a
man of smooth skin. 12Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall seem to be mocking
him and bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let
your curse be on me, my son; only obey my word, and go, get them for me.” *So he
went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared savory
food, such as his father loved.

15>Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau, which were with her in
the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob, ¢ and she put the skins of the
kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 7 Then she handed the savory
food and the bread that she had prepared to her son Jacob.

1850 he went in to his father and said, “My father,” and he said, “Here | am; who are
you, my son¢e” 1? Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. | have done as you
told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless me.” 20But Isaac said
to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son¢” He answered,
“Because the LORD your God granted me success.” 2! Then Isaac said to Jacob,
“Come near, that | may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau
or not.” 2250 Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 22 He did not recognize him
because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands, so he blessed him.

Second Reading Genesis 28:10-17

After deceiving his father and stealing his brother’s blessing, Jacob flees Esau’s wrath. Out in the middle of nowhere at
night, God comes to Jacob in a dream and promises him that God will watch over him and his descendants and that they
will be a blessing to the world.

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. '" He came to a certain place and

stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the



place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 2 And he dreamed that
there was a stairway set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the LORD stood beside
him and said, “| am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac;
the land on which you lie | will give to you and to your offspring, ' and your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the
east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of the earth shall be
blessed in you and in your offspring. 1> Know that | am with you and will keep you
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land, for | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you.”

16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and | did
not know it!" 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

How do the Bible readings speak to you?




What is Your Story?
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Sharing Our Stories of God

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown
up in their lives.

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please
let Pastor Todd know. Thank you.



On-line Worship at Emanuel During the Summer
Sundays at 10:30AM

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 10:30AM:
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/936908644602pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VENT1QT09

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering
Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460 and Password: 933328

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and
Facebook group page later in the day.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09

Offerings to Emanuel

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving
through Simply Giving and Givelify.

Offerings can be mailed to:
Emanuel Lutheran Church
20 Leaf Street
West Warwick, Rl 02893

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to
automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify,
which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card.

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let
Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know. Thank you.

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on
Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here: Donate

WWWw.emanuelww.org



https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/

Sermon Topics
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Narrative Lectionary September 7 — May 24

9/21 Jacob’s Dream

9/28 God’'s Name is Revealed (Order of Healing)
10/5 God Provides Manna

10/12 God calls Samuel

10/19 God calls David



Please keep these children of God

in your prayers this week:

For Comfort and Healing: Lucy Ogden

Worship Assistants

Order of Healing
September 21 September 28
Counter: Ken Wieboldt TBD
8:00AM 8:00AM
Lector: Robin Hart Kathy Marco
Acolyte Tim Hart -
10:30AM 10:30AM
Lay Minister: Langdon Clough Diane Gadoury
Acolyte - -
Joanne Powers & .
Ushers Amanda Vohnoutka Ken & Sue Wieboldt
Lector: Elaine Marsh Jack Gibbs

Coffee Hour

Endowment Committee
Reveal Celebration!

Grenier & Hart families

The Memorial Candle for September is given by Phyllis Gustafson
In loving memory of John Gustafson

September’s Memorial Candle
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Monday, September 15

This Week at Emanuel

10:00am
7:00pm

Deliveries to food paniry (10AM - 1PM)
Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall)

9:00am
10:00am

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH)
Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM
Pastor Office Hours 10AM - 2PM

Sunday, September 21
15% Sunday after Pentecost

Monday, September 22

Worship in Person

Choir

Sunday School (FH) & Confirmation (JH)
Worship in Person & Online

Coffee Hour - Endowment Reveal
Celebration!

Next Week at Emanuel

10:00am
7:00pm

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM - 1PM)
Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall)

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH)
Food Paniry 10AM - 12PM
Pastor Office Hours 10AM - 2PM

Sunday, September 28
16t Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Healing

10:30am
11:30am

Worship in Person

Choir

Sunday School (FH) & Acolyte Training
Worship in Person & Online

Coffee Hour



Upcoming Commemorations

Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, died 1961

Thursday, September 18, 2025

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjold served as the second Secretary General of the
United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in
present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his
Christian faith.

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)

Saturday, September 20, 2025

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before
being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church,
the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Sunday, September 21, 2025

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus
nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple.

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar:

Emanuel’s Online Calendar

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site.



http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

