
Late Night Christmas Eve Service Survey Results 
 

 
 

Traditionally Emanuel has had two services on Christmas Eve:  
 

4PM w/Christmas Pageant  AND  11PM late-night service 
 

Some people have asked if we could make the late-night service earlier.   With 

this in mind, we passed out a survey on Sunday 9/14 asking people’s 

preference for when the late-night Christmas Eve service should be held. 
 

9PM or 10PM or 11PM? 
 

The 4PM service will remain as it has been for years.  Here are the results: 
 

9PM – 15 votes 

10PM – 13 votes 

11PM – 11 votes 
 

.  Thank you to everyone who participated in the survey.  The results were pretty 

close.  The Worship & Music Committee in consultation with the Council will 

discuss the results and determine the best time for the late-night Christmas Eve 

service.  Stay tuned! 



Emanuel’s Mission Endowment Fund 
 

2025 Distributions Revealed 
 

 
 

Each year Emanuel’s Mission Endowment fund is required to make distributions 

of some of its gains from the previous year.  This year’s distributions went to: 
 

$1,500 World Central Kitchen 

$1,500 ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response 

$1,500 ELCA World Hunger  

$1,500 Ascentria Care Alliance formerly Lutheran Social Services 

$1,500 Dorcas International Institute of Rhode Island  

$1,500 Gloria  Dei Lutheran Church 

$1,500 Joyful Noise 

   $500 Rhode Island State Council of Churches 

$1,500 Lucy's Hearth - Middletown, RI Women & children shelter 

$1,500 Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center 

$1,000 Emanuel's Women's Retreat April 2025 

$3,782 Repair Emanuel's parking lot 
 

$18,782 Total 
 

Special thank you to Mary Schabek for putting together the reveal pinatas.  

They were a challenge to open, but fun nonetheless.  Thank you also to the rest 

of the Endowment Committee – Kathy Garriott, Hannah Haas, Kathy Plante 

and Danielle David!  



Emanuel’s Mission Endowment Fund 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to Emanuel’s 

Mission Endowment Fund over the years: 
 

 

 
Doug & Lois Grant 

Vera Erickson 

Roy Anderson 

Carpenter Jenks Funeral Home 

Michael & Beth Groleau 

Glenn & Carol Johnson 

Bob & Helen Maine 

Karen Roessner 

Barbara Carlson 

Dan McCarthy 

Ray & Linda Nunez 

Sharon Daniels 

Danielle David 

Jane Wahl 

Jill & Todd Stange 

Lilly Froiseth 

Judi Carlson 

David Oltedale 

Beverly Grenier 

Beverly Locke 

Craig Mock 

 

Since 2015 Emanuel’s Endowment Fund has distributed 

$61,942 to help do God’s work.  





Blessing of the Animals! 
 

 
 

At Emanuel Saturday October 4th  

11am to 12pm 
 

On this day of commemoration for St. Francis of Assiss – bring your favorite 

animal for a blessing.  Friends, neighbors and strangers welcome! 

  



CPR/First Aid Training  

at Emanuel 

 
If anyone is interested in learning CPR & First 

Aid – including how to use the AED 

(Automated External Defibrillator), please let 

Bruce Johnson or the church office know.  

Bruce will be setting up a class. 
 

bru316@cox.net 
 

churchoffice@emanuelww.org 



New England Synod et. al. vs the Department of Homeland Security 

  

 
 

On Monday, July 28, 2025, the New England Synod was named as one of five ELCA Synods, 

along with the American Baptist Church and the Metropolitan Community Church, in a 

lawsuit against the Department of Homeland Security over the decision to change decades 

of law prohibiting I.C.E. from entering “sensitive locations” such as churches, schools, and 

hospitals. 

  

The decision to enter the lawsuit was made in consultation with Synod Vice President Casey 

Wilson, the Synod Council Executive Committee, Synod Attorney Brad Cook, and ELCA Lead 

Counsel Tom Cunniff. We were guided in our decision to enter the lawsuit by New England 

Synod Assembly Memorial 25-02 (To Authorize ELCA Participation in National Legal Actions in 

Support of Vulnerable ELCA Communities) approved overwhelmingly by our synod in May 

calling for our churchwide leadership to engage in such legal action when possible. Though 

the ELCA declined to participate, five ELCA synods are participating. The other four are: 

Greater Milwaukee, Sierra Pacific, Southwest California, and Southwestern Texas. 

  

The New England Synod is listed first among the plaintiffs by virtue of the lawsuit being filed in 

Federal Court in Massachusetts. Though all plaintiffs are of equal standing, I am proud that 



the New England Synod is leading the way in defending the rights of all the baptized 

children of God to gather in peace and safety to worship God. 

  

Let me be clear: this is an action to keep politics out of our churches. No one, of any political 

leaning or ethnic origin, should fear armed raids by the government into our places of 

worship. All the baptized should be able to gather in the assembly of believers to experience 

God free from the threat of intrusion by the government. As Christians, we profess the faith 

that baptism makes all believers around the earth into one community of God. When 

decisions such as the President’s to allow armed raids into our churches strike fear into the 

people of God, the body of Christ is divided and none of us, those who continue to worship 

and those who stay away in fear, experience the rich fullness of the body of Christ. 

  

I ask your prayers for the plaintiffs, the lawyers, the judge, President Trump and his advisors, 

Kristi Noem and the Department of Homeland Security, and most importantly for those 

among us, our siblings, living in terror of intimidation, violence, and separation from loved 

ones… 

  

Finally, I pray all the baptized are finding places of sabbath rest and relaxation this summer.  

  

Personally, I’m looking forward to two weeks in Iowa where I can set aside the title bishop to 

focus on titles such as: son, brother, uncle, nephew, cousin, and friend. Sabbath rest and self-

care is an important act of resistance amidst all the work to which we are called. We are no 

good to anyone burned out and exhausted. We are good to God and neighbor when we 

are rested, whole, and healthy. Indeed may it be so! 

  

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Pipho 

 

From August’s Bishop’s Bulletin.  A monthly email from the bishop.  To subscribe go to: 
 

https://list.robly.com/subscribe?a=76e59318b279425c2786c3a4164ddc44 

 

 

https://list.robly.com/subscribe?a=76e59318b279425c2786c3a4164ddc44


Readers of Emanuel – Sunday October 12th 
 

 
 

“When God Winks:  
How the Power of Coincidence Guides Your Life” 

by Squire Rushnell 
 

Does God speak to us through coincidences?  Read the “Godwinks” 

experienced by everyday people and celebrities including Barbra 

Streisand, Charles Schulz, Oprah Winfrey, Kevin Costner, Mark Twain, John 

Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. 
 

We will meet Sunday October 12th at 12PM in Jacobs Hall to 

enjoy fellowship, food and discuss  

“When God Winks”. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 



Fundraiser for Emanuel’s 

Food Pantry 
 

 
 

Emanuel's Food Pantry is partnering with  

Texas Roadhouse for a fundraiser. 
 

To gear up for Thanksgiving we are selling bags of 

peanuts for $3.00 each. Each bag will have a coupon 

for a free appetizer with purchase of an entree at Texas 

Roadhouse.(One coupon per visit and not valid on 

holidays.) 
 

We will offer periodically in Fellowship Hall  

during Coffee Hour.  



Fall Bazaar at Emanuel 
 

 
 

This year’s bazaar is Saturday, November 8 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

and Sunday, November 9 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM.    The bazaar 

committee is looking for help with the raffle.   Any of the following 

would be gratefully accepted. 
 

• Gift Cards  

• Gift certificates to local establishments. 

• Items for baskets.  These can be single items or multiple 

themed items (wine, liquor, candy, spa-themed items, 

gardening items, etc.)  All items should be new or gently 

used. Your ideas are welcome as well!   

• Cash donations to help us purchase raffle items. 

If you can help, contact  

Carol Johnson at (401) 323-9542, cmjohnson1220@gmail.com  

or Sue Wieboldt at (401) 397-9845, susieq3380@gmail.com. 
  

mailto:cmjohnson1220@gmail.com
mailto:susieq3380@gmail.com


India Restaurant Fundraiser 
to support humanitarian relief efforts for children in Gaza 

 

 
 

September 1st through October 31st India restaurant in Providence will 

be having a two-month fundraiser to support humanitarian relief 

efforts for children in Gaza. During this time, 100% of the proceeds 

from our grab-and-go meals will be donated to organizations 

providing food, medical care, and emotional support to children 

affected by the ongoing crisis. 

 

The India Restaurant in Providence 

1060 Hope St, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 421-2600 

indiarestaurant.com 

 

The India Restaurant has been a long time supporter of the street 

Church Beyond the Walls in Providence - a joint Lutheran/Episcopal 

congregation that meets in Burnside Park every Saturday. 



Emanuel’s Choir 
 

 
 

The choir is back 

Sundays at 9AM  

in the sanctuary. 

 

All who like to make  

music are welcome.  



Do You Like Coffee? 
 

 
 

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday.  If it’s 

your first time (or 2nd or 3rd), people will help you and 

show you where everything is. 

 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the entry way.  Thank you.  



Bible Readings for Sunday September 28th 
 

First Reading Exodus 1:6-14 
r 

Joseph, the son of Jacob, had help saved Egypt from famine.  But overtime this was forgotten and the new Pharaoh that 

came to power began to see the Israelites as invaders and made them slaves. 
 

6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were 

exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous 

that the land was filled with them. 
 

8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he 

said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must 

deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will 

join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.” 
 

11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built 

Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the 

more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and 

worked them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and 

with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. 

 

Second Reading Exodus 2:23 – 3:15 
 

Moses asks and is told the personal name of God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God’s name is “I am who I am.” 
 

23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and 

cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their 

groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So 

God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them. 
 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 

the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There 

the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 

though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 

strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
 

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 

“Moses! Moses!”  And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid 

to look at God. 
 

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 

crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I 

have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out 

of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home 

of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the 

Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So 

now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
 



11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out 

of Egypt?” 
 

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent 

you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 

mountain.” 
 

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell 

them?” 
 

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 

me to you.’” 
 

15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 
 

“This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation.” 

 

 
 

Third Reading Exodus 4:10-17 
 

Moses is not a good speaker.  So God teams him up with his brother Aaron, who is a good orator. 
 

10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in 

the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 
 

11 The LORD said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or 

mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go; I will help 

you speak and will teach you what to say.” 
 

13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 
 

14 Then the LORD’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, 

Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he 

will be glad to see you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both 

of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will 

be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your hand 

so you can perform the signs with it.” 

 

How do the Bible readings speak to you? 



What is Your Story? 
 

 
 

Sharing Our Stories of God 
 

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown 

up in their lives. 
 

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please 

let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you.  



Check your Thrivent Financial account. 

 

 
 

There could be free money for Emanuel. 
 

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent 

Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate 

them to help Emanuel. 

 

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to 

direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church! 

 

If you’re not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your 

Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent 

Choice dollars to help Emanuel. 

 

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today. 

  



On-line Worship at Emanuel During the Summer 

Sundays at 10:30AM 
 

 
 

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship 
 

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 10:30AM: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09 

 

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering 

Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460  and  Password: 933328 

 

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and 

Facebook group page later in the day. 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09


Offerings to Emanuel 
 

 
  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving 

through Simply Giving and Givelify. 
 

Offerings can be mailed to: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI  02893 
 

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to 

automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify, 

which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card. 
 

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 
 

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on 

Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here:  Donate 

 
www.emanuelww.org 

 

  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/


Sermon Topics 
 

 
 

Narrative Lectionary September 7 – May 24 
 

9/28   God’s Name is Revealed (Order of Healing) 

10/5   God Provides Manna 

10/12 God calls Samuel 

10/19 God calls David 

10/26 Solomon’s Temple (Reformation Sunday) 

…  



Please keep these children of God  

in your prayers this week: 
 

For Comfort and Healing: Christian Stange 
 

Michael Groleau’s obituary: 

https://www.iannottifh.com/obituary/MICHAEL-GROLEAU 

 
Worship Assistants 

 

 
Order of Healing 

September 28 
October 5 

Counter: TBD Kathy Marco 
   

 8:00AM 8:00AM 

Lector: Kathy Marco Kathy Garriott 

Acolyte - Tim Hart 

   

 10:30AM 10:30AM 

Lay Minister: Diane Gadoury Sue Wieboldt 

Acolyte - - 

Ushers Ken & Sue Wieboldt 
Pauline LaVallee & 

Brandee Muncey 

Lector: Jack Gibbs Song Edwards 

Coffee Hour Grenier & Hart families volunteer needed 

 

 

September’s Memorial Candle 
 

 
 

The Memorial Candle for September is given by Phyllis Gustafson 

In loving memory of John Gustafson  

https://www.iannottifh.com/obituary/MICHAEL-GROLEAU


 

This Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, September 22 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, September 23 9:00am 

10:00am 

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH) 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor Office Hours 10AM – 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, September 24 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, September 25 12:00pm RI Conference Clergy meeting (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, September 26   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, September 27 9:00am 

11:00am 

Sue Office Hours on Saturday 

Michael Groleau’s funeral 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, September 28 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Order of Healing 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) & Acolyte Training 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

Next Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, September 29 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, September 30 9:00am 

10:00am 

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH) 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor Office Hours 10AM – 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, October 1 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, October 2 4:00pm 

6:30pm 

Christian Education Committee (ONLINE) 

Finance Committee (ONLINE) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, October 3 9:00am Sue Office Hours 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, October 4 11:00am Blessing of the Animals at Emanuel 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, October 5 

17th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

12:30pm 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 

Confirmation Hike & Class 



 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Michael and All Angels 

Monday, September 29, 2025 

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day 

along with the other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and 

in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no 

physical body. 

 

Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original 

Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken 

Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 

 

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve 

poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on 

poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of 

gratitude for all of God's creation. 

 

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among 

Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The 

motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world 

to take up this ministry. 

 

 

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar: 
 

Emanuel’s Online Calendar 
 

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site. 

http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

