
A Letter from Bishops of the ELCA to the Church 
 

 
 

October 8, 2025 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

As bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we write to you in this 

moment of national and global tension with clarity and conviction. Our faith compels us to 

stand where Jesus stands—with and for those whom society often seeks to exclude, erase, or 

diminish. 

 

Our shared confession that every person is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) 

grounds us in the conviction that all people possess inherent dignity. The incarnation of Jesus 

Christ reveals God’s profound solidarity with humanity—especially with those who are 

marginalized or oppressed. The gospel we proclaim insists that our neighbor’s need is the 

occasion for our love and that our public life is shaped by justice, mercy, and a commitment 

to the common good. 

 

Further, we have a shared tradition in our social teachings which grounds us. The ELCA’s 

Social Message on Immigration reminds us: 

 

“We are to respond to newcomers as we would to Christ—welcoming them, meeting their 

immediate needs, and advocating for justice in our laws and policies.” 

 

Likewise, our recently adopted Social Statement Faith and Civic Life affirms that Christians 

are called to be “a public witness, holding leaders accountable when they fail to protect 

the vulnerable.” 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-messages/immigration
https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-messages/immigration


 

We are living through a time when vulnerable communities are being scapegoated and 

attacked. Immigrants and refugees are vilified, though Scripture commands us to welcome 

the stranger. People of color continue to bear the devastating weight of racism woven into 

the fabric of our society. Transgender people, beloved by God, are being targeted with laws 

and rhetoric that deny their dignity and even their right to exist. These assaults on our siblings 

are not political abstractions—they are deep wounds in the body of Christ. 

 

In this time of division and fear, we, as people grounded in our faith, insist on love. This 

commitment flows from our faith in Christ crucified and risen—the One whose love breaks 

down barriers, confronts hatred, and transforms hearts. 

 

Love insists on the dignity of every human being. 

Love insists on justice for the marginalized and oppressed. 

Love insists that the church must reflect God’s diverse, life-giving community. 

Love insists that we listen, speak, and act with respect, even in disagreement. 

Love insists on hope, trusting that God’s kingdom of justice and peace will prevail. 

 

This love also compels us to speak clearly against Christian Nationalism, which our 

Churchwide Assembly named as a distortion of the Christian faith and an unhealthy form of 

patriotism. Christian Nationalism confuses the Gospel with political power, turns God into a 

mascot for the state, and privileges some people over others based on race, religion, or 

birthplace. This is not the way of Jesus. The kingdom of God is not a nation, not a culture, not 

a political ideology—it is God’s reign of love, justice, and mercy for all people. 

 

Therefore, as bishops of this church, we declare that the ELCA cannot be silent. Our call is 

clear: 

• To proclaim the God-given dignity of every human being. 

• To resist systems and ideologies, including Christian Nationalism, that oppress, 

dehumanize, or erase. 

• To stand shoulder to shoulder with those who are targeted or harmed. 

• To bear public witness that the love of Christ is stronger than fear, stronger than hatred, 

and stronger than death. 

 

We call on all members of the ELCA to join us in prayer, advocacy, and action: 

• Pray for those who are vulnerable and for all who work for justice. 

• Advocate in your communities, legislatures, and Congress for laws that protect 

migrants, advance racial justice, and safeguard LGBTQIA+ people. 

• Engage in the holy work of hospitality, creating spaces of safety, affirmation, and 

belonging for all God’s children. 

• Model respectful dialogue in a polarized world, seeking understanding rooted in love. 

• Hold fast to hope, trusting that the Spirit is still at work renewing creation and 

reconciling the world to God. 

 



In baptism, we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. That cross is not only a sign of our 

hope—it is also a summons to follow Jesus into solidarity with those who suffer. 

 

In the power of the Spirit, let us be bold. Let us be faithful. 

Let us Insist on Love—in our words, our actions, our public witness, and our life together. 

 

Together in Christ, 

 
Bishop Kevin Strickland  Southeastern Synod 

Bishop Susan J. Briner  Southwestern Texas Synod 

Bishop Becca Middeke-Conlin  Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod 

Bishop Vivian Davila  Caribbean Synod 

Bishop Donna Simon  Central States Synod 

Bishop Bill Gohl  Delaware-Maryland Synod 

Bishop Anne Edison-Albright  East Central Synod of Wisconsin 

Bishop Pedro Suarez  Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Bishop Deborah Hutterer  Grand Canyon Synod 

Bishop Paul Erickson  Greater Milwaukee Synod 

Bishop Felix Malpica  La Crosse Area Synod 

Bishop Stephen R. Herr  Lower Susquehanna Synod 

Bishop Wayne Miller  Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

Bishop Katrina D. Foster  Metropolitan New York Synod 

Bishop Philip C Hirsch  Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod 

Bishop Jen Nagel  Minneapolis Area Synod 

Bishop Scott Alan Johnson  Nebraska Synod 

Bishop Nathan Pipho  New England Synod 

Bishop Christa Compton  New Jersey Synod 

Bishop Emily K. Hartner  North Carolina Synod 

Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas  North/West Lower Michigan Synod 

Bishop Kevin Jones  Northeastern Iowa Synod 

Bishop Amy Odgren  Northeastern Minnesota Synod 

Bishop Laura Barbins  Northeastern Ohio Synod 

Bishop Christopher deForest  Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod 

Bishop Katherine Finegan  Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Bishop Stacie Fidlar  Northern Illinois Synod 

Bishop Erik Gronberg  Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod 

Bishop Meggan Manlove  Northwest Intermountain Synod 

Bishop Martin Halom  Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  Northwest Washington Synod 

Bishop Daniel G. Beaudoin  Northwestern Ohio Synod 

Bishop Kristen Papson  Northwestern PA Synod 

Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar  Oregon Synod 

Bishop David Nagler  Pacifica Synod 

Bishop Meghan Johnston Aelabouni  Rocky Mountain Synod 

Bishop Jeff R. Johnson  Sierra Pacific Synod 

Bishop Ginny Aebischer  South Carolina Synod 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe  South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

Bishop Amy Current  Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Bishop Bryan Penman  Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod 

Bishop Brenda Bos  Southwest California Synod 

Bishop Melissa L. Stoller  Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

Bishop Keith Marshall  Southwestern Washington 

Bishop Tracey Breashears Schultz  Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod 

Bishop Craig Miller  Upper Susquehanna Synod 

Bishop Lee M. Miller II  Upstate New York Synod 

Bishop Phyllis Milton  Virginia Synod 

Bishop Scott Dalen  Western Iowa Synod 



Readers of Emanuel 
 

 
 

“Forgiving What You Can’t Forget” 
by Lysa Terkeurst 

 

 

#1 New York Times Bestseller! 

 

We will meet on Sunday 

November 16th at 12PM in 

Jacobs Hall to enjoy 

fellowship, food and discuss  

“Forgiving What You  

Can’t Forget”. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 



Adult Forum - the ELCA’s Social Statements 
 

 
Abortion 

 
Death Penalty 

 
Caring for Creation 

 

Next Wednesday October 22nd in Jacobs Hall @ 7PM 
we will be looking at 3 of the ELCA social statements covering 

Abortion, the Death Penalty and Caring for Creation. 
 

The statements including a summary can be found online: 
 

Abortion 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/abortion 

 

Death Penalty 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/death-penalty 

 

Caring for Creation 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/caring-for-creation 

 
The 14 social statements of the ELCA layout the church’s 

teachings on a variety of topics.  We will be looking at three 

statements each week. 
 

Wednesdays at 7PM in Jacobs Hall 
 

10/22, 10/29, 11/5 and 11/12. 
 

 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/abortion
https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/death-penalty
https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/caring-for-creation


Congratulations to URI's Cross Country Team! 
 

 
 

The URI Rams won the New England Cross Country championship for the 

second time in three years.  Jesse Principe, far left sporting a stache, is part of 

the URI cc team. 
  



November’s Monthly Lunch 
 

 
 

The next lunch will be held: 

this Thursday, November 20th 12:30PM to 2PM 

 

at the Crow’s Nest 
288 Arnolds Neck Dr, Warwick, RI 02886 

 

If you would like to go, please email or call the Marcia Melanson at 
 

Phone:  401-742-8417 

Email:  mmelan4@outlook.com 

 

Friends welcome! 

 
NOTE: The October monthly was supposed to be at the Crow’s 

Nest, but there was a last minute change.  The October 

monthly lunch ended up at the Cowesett Inn.  Because of this, 

we are having November’s lunch at the Crow’s Nest. 

  



Fall Bazaar at Emanuel 
 

 
 

Emanuel’s Bazaar and Craft Fair is  

 

Saturday, November 8th and  

Sunday, November 9th 

 

We will be selling raffle tickets pre-sale on Sundays October 

26th and November 2nd after both services. 
 

 
 

We hope you’ll come to the bazaar, but if you can’t make it, 

you can take this opportunity to buy tickets for both the 

basket raffle and the large item raffle.  



Ellie’s Circle will not meet in November 
 

 
 

November is a busy month.  Ellie’s Circle will not meet during 

the month of November. 

 

Ellie’s Circle is a group of sewers and tiers who usually get 

together each Wednesday 10AM to 12PM in Jacobs Hall to 

make blankets for sick children.  The blankets are given to the 

Linus Project and then given to children at HASBRO. 

If you are interested in helping, contact  

Claire Leveillee  claire.leveillee@yahoo.com 
  





CPR/First Aid Training  

at Emanuel 

 
If anyone is interested in learning CPR & First 

Aid – including how to use the AED 

(Automated External Defibrillator), please let 

Bruce Johnson or the church office know.  

Bruce will be setting up a class. 
 

bru316@cox.net 
 

churchoffice@emanuelww.org 



Will you help Emanuel? 
 

This Fall season has put a strain on our church budget. We have an 

extraordinarily large number of bills to pay this month, while the summer 

worship services have shown a decrease in Sunday giving levels. 

 

Some of these bills are one-time only expenses, such as those associated 

with installing our new solar panels, while other bills simply reflect the cost 

increases that we all face. 

 

We have also lost some long-time members due to their passing away. This 

has put a real dent in Emanuel’s financial support. 

 

But you can help fix this! 

 

We value all givers, no matter what they can afford to contribute, but did 

you know that the average Emanuel member who gives regularly gives $46 

per week to support our church and its outreach programs? 

 

We are asking members to increase their Simply Giving level, or Givelify 

level. An extra $10, $20 or $25 every week will really help. 

 

If you use Emanuel Offering Envelopes, or those in the church pews, you 

can make your contribution in this way. If you prefer to make a one-time 

gift of $50, $100, or more is also welcome. 

 

Emanuel’s Finance Committee and the Church Council thank everyone 

who is willing to help meet this financial challenge. 

 

Please mail your check to Emanuel, or bring it to church next Sunday. 

 

To increase your Simply Giving, or Givelify amount, send an e-mail to 

Emanuel’s 

Treasurer, Carol Johnson at 

Treasurerelcww@gmail.com 

 

This will help get through this difficult period and help to put us back on 

track.   

 

Thank you. 

The Emanuel Finance Committee 

mailto:Treasurerelcww@gmail.com


Emanuel’s Choir 
 

 
 

The choir is back 

Sundays at 9AM  

in the sanctuary. 

 

All who like to make  

music are welcome.  



Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes Thursday September 11, 2025 

 

Attendees:  Song Edwards, Myron Gadoury, Bruce Johnson, Ray Nunez,  

Kathy Plante, Pastor Todd Stange, Ken Wieboldt, Sue Wieboldt 

 

Absent:  Mark Melanson, Marcia Melanson,  

 

Opening Devotions 

• Pastor Todd led devotions about September 11th.  Everyone talking today about 

Charlie Kirk, but this is also the 24th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorists’ attack.  And it is 

also the 139th Anniversary of Emanuel.  Our congregation was started 139 years ago 

today.  Anniversaries are a time for looking back at was has been done over the years.  

Lots of people have been part of Emanuel during that time and have done God’s 

work.  I think of people like Roy Anderson and Ed Drew.  And now I also think of 

Michael Groleau who died earlier this week.  He married into the congregation with 

the Swanson family.  Over the years he helped with God’s work at Emanuel using his 

talents in a variety of ways.  Michael was a generous man – at Emanuel and beyond.  

He helped lots of people.  Let us remember him and the many others who have done 

God’s work here at Emanuel.  And let us continue in that Spirit. 

 

Approve July special meeting and August council meeting minutes 

• We did not have a quorum at the August council meeting.  Because of this the 

minutes for the special council meeting on July 27th could not be approved. 

• The council approved the meeting minutes from the special council meeting on July 

27th. 

• The council also approved the meeting minutes from the August council meeting on 

August 14th. 

 

Treasurer’s report Finance 

• It was noted that Emanuel’s third highest expense now is insurance.  The cost has gone 

up dramatically in the last few years – over $4,000 since 2023.  Sarah Groleau, 

Emanuel’s financial advisory, recommends looking at other insurance companies to 

see if we can get a lower rate. 

• Sarah also noted that the value of the church property is barely $1 million.  She advises 

checking to see if our coverage is more than we need.  Several people on the council 

recommend keeping coverage of at least $1 million. 

• We are over budget on electricity for the year.  We had expected to have the solar 

panels up and running by the end of June. 

• So far this year we have underspent our budget by $5,689.  Our offering shortfall, so far 

this year, is ~$5,400 – about the same.  That’s why we are just about breaking even. 

• It was noted that in August $6,555 was borrowed from the memorial fund to pay for 

the roof truss and electrical work in the parish house attic. This brings the amount 

borrowed from memorials for the solar project to $17,155, which will need to be paid 

back when/if we get the federal tax credit in 2026. 

• Two of the three air conditioners in the sanctuary are broken and cannot be repaired.  

The plan is to replace them in March (before the warm weather).  We should know by 

then how well the solar panels are working.  If the panels produce enough energy, it 

may make sense to replace the units with units that can cool and heat.  If we are not 



paying for electricity, we could save on gas charges during the winter by heating the 

sanctuary with electrical heat. 

• The Finance Committee recommends controlling our spending for the remainder of 

the year. 

• The Finance Committee also suggested that the food pantry may want to establish 

itself as a separate 501c3 not-for-profit.  If they did this, the food pantry could apply for 

grants that religious institutions do not qualify for.  Myron questioned whether this was 

necessary.  He noted that the food pantry has been awarded grants in the past as 

part of the church’s 501c3 status.  Also, that the food pantry has declined to submit 

grant requests in the past, and simply turned down grants offered by the RI Food Bank 

– for example the new truck that was offered a couple of years ago and grants for 

new refrigerators.  We don’t have room for these things.  The food pantry currently has 

over $18,000 in savings. 

 

Solar review & Property 

• The electrical inspector came today 9/11 and the system passed inspection. 

• All that is left is for RI Energy to come and swap in a new meter that will allow for the 

solar panels to export energy to the grid.  We were told this will happen sometime in 

the next 6 to 8 weeks.  We don’t know when. 

• We talked about having a celebration once the solar panels are up in working.  We 

will wait until after RI Energy comes and then panels are up and running, then plan for 

a special project end celebration on a Sunday. 

• The dumpster fence was painted.  Also, the ladders were hung up on the dumpster 

fence wall. 

 

Christian Education 

• We have 7 confirmands in confirmation this year.  Two of them are in their third and 

final year.  They will go through the confirmation rite at the end of the year.  And we 

have 5 new confirmands in the first year of the three year program. 

• Sue Meriano will be stepping down as Sunday school Superintendent at the end of this 

school year.  We will begin to look for a new superintendent. 

 

Worship & Music 

• There are a bunch of things planned for this fall: Rocks on the altar for Confession & 

Forgiveness 9/14, the Order of Healing 9/28,  Blessing of Animals 10/4, Reformation 

Sunday 10/26, All Saints’ Sunday 11/2 and the Thanksgiving service 11/25. 

• The Worship Committee requested the council’s input on when the late night 

Christmas Eve service should be.  This year Christmas Eve is on a Wednesday.  

Traditionally the late night service has been at 11PM, but attendance has been small 

in recent years and some on the committee think 11PM is too late.  Some have 

suggested 10PM or 9PM. 

• It was suggested that we survey the congregation to see what time people think 

would be best.  In 2024 we did a survey, but it was an open ended survey.  This survey 

would just give three possible choices 9PM or 10PM or 11PM.  Sue Wieboldt agreed to 

create the survey. 

• In 2024, we decided to stay with the traditional times of 4PM with the Christmas 

Pageant and the late night 11PM.  It was decided last year that there needed to be at 

least one Christmas Eve service at 8PM or earlier, so that children could attend.  This 



year we will have the 4PM service with the Christmas Pageant.  The survey is only to 

determine the time of the late night service. 

 

Church Picnic  

• The church picnic was rained out on 9/7.  It’s rescheduled for 9/14.  Right now the 

forecast looks good. 

• People are making salads and desserts.  Michael Gadoury is getting the burgers and 

hotdogs.  Pastor is getting drinks. 

• Pastor distributed flyers to the neighborhood with the new rescheduled picnic date. 

 

Emanuel’s Anniversary 

• Emanuel was established as a congregation on September 11, 1886.  This is our 139th 

anniversary. 

• 9 years ago we celebrated our 130th anniversary with a special Sunday celebration 

organized in large part by Gwen Andersen. 

• Do we want to do something for our 140th anniversary next year?  Let’s think about 

what we might want to do. 

 

Potluck Coffee Hours 

• The question was raised if we want to start back up the potluck coffee hours on the 1st 

Sundays of the month. 

• It was noted that not many people brought food for the potlucks.  Although there 

always seemed to be enough. 

• It was suggested that we could do the potluck coffee hours, but do them less often.  

Perhaps once a quarter or once a year.  Or maybe just have one final potluck coffee 

hour.  If we do it again, we could create one big, long table, so people can sit 

together at the same table. 

• It was agreed that we should ask Linda Nunez what she would like.  Linda oversees the 

coffee hours. 

 

Family in Parsonage 

• They have begun looking for an apartment.  They have been having trouble finding 

one.  Many want them to have a higher income, even though they can afford it on 

their current income. 

• Does anyone in the congregation know of an apartment that might be a good fit for 

them? 

 

Next Meeting – Thursday October 9 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

  



Fundraiser for Emanuel’s 

Food Pantry 
 

 
 

Emanuel's Food Pantry is partnering with  

Texas Roadhouse for a fundraiser. 
 

To gear up for Thanksgiving we are selling bags of 

peanuts for $3.00 each. Each bag will have a coupon 

for a free appetizer with purchase of an entree at Texas 

Roadhouse.(One coupon per visit and not valid on 

holidays.) 
 

We will offer periodically in Fellowship Hall  

during Coffee Hour.  



India Restaurant Fundraiser 
to support humanitarian relief efforts for children in Gaza 

 

 
 

September 1st through October 31st India restaurant in Providence will 

be having a two-month fundraiser to support humanitarian relief 

efforts for children in Gaza. During this time, 100% of the proceeds 

from our grab-and-go meals will be donated to organizations 

providing food, medical care, and emotional support to children 

affected by the ongoing crisis. 

 

The India Restaurant in Providence 

1060 Hope St, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 421-2600 

indiarestaurant.com 

 

The India Restaurant has been a long time supporter of the street 

Church Beyond the Walls in Providence - a joint Lutheran/Episcopal 

congregation that meets in Burnside Park every Saturday. 



Do You Like Coffee? 
 

 
 

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday.  If it’s 

your first time (or 2nd or 3rd), people will help you and 

show you where everything is. 

 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the entry way.  Thank you.  



Bible Readings for Sunday October 19th 

 

First Reading 1st Samuel 16:1-13 
r 

God chooses David to be the king Israel not because of his outward appearance, but because of his heart. 
 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How 

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 

you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 

came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, 

“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 

to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before 

the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 

of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they 

look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called 

Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 

this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He 

sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. 

The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil 

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily 

upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

Second Reading Psalm 51:10-14 
 

Psalm 51 is attributed to David often with the superscription - “When the prophet Nathan came to him after 

David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. 
 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

    and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

    O God of my salvation, 

    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
 

How do the Bible readings speak to you? 



What is Your Story? 
 

 
 

Sharing Our Stories of God 
 

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown 

up in their lives. 
 

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please 

let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you.  



Check your Thrivent Financial account. 

 

 
 

There could be free money for Emanuel. 
 

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent 

Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate 

them to help Emanuel. 

 

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to 

direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church! 

 

If you’re not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your 

Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent 

Choice dollars to help Emanuel. 

 

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today. 

  



On-line Worship at Emanuel During the Summer 

Sundays at 10:30AM 
 

 
 

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship 
 

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 10:30AM: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09 

 

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering 

Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460  and  Password: 933328 

 

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and 

Facebook group page later in the day. 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09


Offerings to Emanuel 
 

 
  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving 

through Simply Giving and Givelify. 
 

Offerings can be mailed to: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI  02893 
 

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to 

automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify, 

which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card. 
 

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 
 

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on 

Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here:  Donate 

 
www.emanuelww.org 

 

  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/


Sermon Topics 
 

 
 

Narrative Lectionary September 7 – May 24 
 

10/19 God calls David 

10/26 Solomon’s Temple (Reformation Sunday) 

11/2   God Speaks to Elijah 

11/9   Amos: Justice Rolls Down 

11/16 Isaiah: A Child Is Born 

  



The flowers this coming Sunday October 19th  

are given by Lynne Wolff 

in loving memory of Al & Betty Wolff. 
 

Worship Assistants 
 

 October 19 
Reformation Sunday 

October 26 

Counter: Song Edwards Mike Ricci 

   

 8:00AM 8:00AM 

Lector: Kathy Marco Kathy Garriott 

Acolyte - Tim Hart 

   

 10:30AM 10:30AM 

Lay Minister: Langdon Clough Diane Gadoury 

Acolyte Lorenzo Ucci - 

Ushers 
 Bruce Johnson & 

Paul Hyink 
 Linda & Ray Nunez 

Lector: Callie Suffoletto Glenn Johnson 

Coffee Hour Jake Johnson volunteer needed 

 
 

October’s Memorial Candle 
 

 
 

The Memorial Candle for October is given by Mary Schabek 

In loving memory of Don Schabek  



 

This Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, October 13 

Columbus /  

Indigenous Peoples Day 

10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, October 14 9:00am 

10:00am 

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH) 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor Office Hours 10AM – 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, October 15 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

Adult Forum on ELCA Social Statements (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, October 16 12:30pm Monthly Lunch at Cowesett Inn 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, October 17   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, October 18   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, October 19 

19th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) & Confirmation (JH) 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

Next Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, October 20 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, October 21 9:00am 

10:00am 

Tuesday morning Bible Study (JH) 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor Office Hours 10AM – 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, October 22 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

Adult Forum on ELCA Social Statements (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, October 23   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, October 24   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, October 25   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, October 26 

Reformation Sunday 

20th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 



 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115 

Friday, October 17, 2025 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name 

"Christians" originated. Ignatius is known to us from his letters, which encouraged 

Christians to live in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine. 

 

Luke, Evangelist 

Saturday, October 18, 2025 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of 

Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most 

beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon. 

 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

Thursday, October 23, 2025 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New 

Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain 

whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 

 

 

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar: 
 

Emanuel’s Online Calendar 
 

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site. 

http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

