
Our unbelievable snow plowing bills 
 

 
 

Whether you shovel the snow at your home, or pay someone else to 

do it, I’m sure everyone hopes that we’ve seen the last big snowstorm 

this winter.  
 

Emanuel is no different. We have had the biggest snow removal bills 

we’ve ever had at church in our 140 year history. 
 

So far this season, Emanuel has paid out over $6,000.00 for snow 

plowing. This has put a tremendous strain on our budget. 
 

But you can help, by making a special contribution to help pay for 

some of these expenses.  
 

Make out a check, or give a cash donation. You can mail it to church, 

or place it in the Offering Plate on Sunday morning. You can also use 

the envelopes located in the church pews.  Or donate online by 

clicking here:  Donate 
 

Please mark your check or envelope “Snow Plowing.” 
 

Thank you for your help.  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection


Easter Flower Orders 
 

 
 

Remember someone this Easter 
 

Tulips, Hyacinths, Lilies & Daffodils: $15 per plant 
 

Order forms are at church.  Fill one out and place it in the offering plate.  Or 

you can phone in or email your order. 
 

Please include: 
 

- how many of each type of flower 

- your name 

- who you are giving the flowers in memory of  
 

Payments can be put in the offering plate, mailed to the church, or made 

online by clicking here:  Donate 
 

(401) 821-8888     churchoffice@emanuelww.org 
 

  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
mailto:churchoffice@emanuelww.org


Emanuel’s 2026 Council 
 

 
 

Last Sunday, Emanuel’s 2026 council was officially installed. 
 

Pictured left to right: Bruce Johnson, Pastor Todd, Song Edwards, 

Jake Johnson, Myron Gadoury, Ray Nunez, Margaret Teehan,  

Sue & Ken Wieboldt.  On council, but not in picture: Jenn Hadden, 

Mark & Marcia Melanson 

  



Greenwich Bay Women’s Club 

Raises $5,500 
 

 
 

for Amenity Aid! 
 

Last Saturday the Greenwich Bay Women’s Club hosted a 

comedy show to raise funds for Amenity Aid, Rhode Island’s 

only “hygiene bank.” Amenity Aid offers items that aren’t 

typically given out at food banks, like soap, deodorant, 

tampons, and shampoo. 

 

Many people from Emanuel are members of the 

Greenwich Bay Women’s Club and many from the 

congregation were in attendance for the fun night.  The 

comedy was put on by Funny4Funds. 

  



New Bible Study Wednesday March 11th 
 

 
 

on the book of Acts 
 

The book of Acts (or Acts of the Apostles) traces the early days of 

the church - its struggles and how it grew.  What can the church 

today learn from the early church? 

 
We will meet on Wednesdays at 7PM in Jacobs Hall.  We will go 

through the book chapter by chapter.  Come and explore the 

early days of the church. 

 
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI 02893 

(401) 821-8888 

www.emanuelww.org 

http://www.emanuelww.org/


Readers of Emanuel 
 

 
 

Emanuel’s book club is reading 

“Finding My Way”  by Malala Yousafzai 
 

At the age of 15 Malala Yousafzai was shot in the head by the Taliban 

who wanted to silence her.  At the age of 17 she won the Noble 

Peace Prize.  Then at the age of 20 she began college.  "Finding My 

Way" is her memoir about navigating life as someone whose darkest 

moments threatened to define her—while seeking the freedom to 

find out who she truly is.  It is a New York Times bestseller and a finalist 

in the 2025 Goodreads Choice Awards. 
 

We will meet Sunday March 22nd at ~12PM in Jacobs Hall to 

enjoy fellowship, food and discuss the book. 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

  



March’s Monthly Lunch 
 

 
 

 

The next lunch will be held: 

Thursday, March 19th 12:30PM 

 

at Carrabba's Italian Grill 
1350 Bald Hill Rd Bldg C, Warwick 

(next to Barnes & Noble) 
 

If you would like to go, please email or call Marcia Melanson at 
 

Phone:  401-742-8417 

Email:  mmelan4@outlook.com 
 

Friends welcome! 
  



Did You Know? 
 

Pastor Edgar Malmstrom served 

Emanuel from 1948 to 1965. 

 

On Sunday September 12, 1948 

Pastor Malmstrom came to 

Emanuel to visit his friend Pastor 

Herenius, who served at Emanuel 

from 1911 to 1948.  As church 

bells were ringing calling 

parishioners to worship, Pastor 

Herenius died in the upstairs’ 

bedroom of the parsonage.  He 

was 91 years old.  Pastor 

Malmstrom graciously took over 

and presided over Sunday 

worship, and was then called to 

be Emanuel's next pastor. 
 

Malmstrom graduated Upsala 

College in 1922 and Augustana 

Seminary in 1925.   
 

He was ordained at Church on the Rock in Quincy, MA in 1925 and served 

there until 1925. Emanuel's Fellowship Hall and Sunday school rooms were 

built under Malmstrom's guidance. He was very active visiting parishioners 

on Sunday afternoon and was known to show up at mealtimes.  Myron 

Gadoury fondly remembers many a Sunday having him at his parent's 

house for Sunday dinner.   
 

He would drive his whole family to the Brockton VA Hospital to see his 

dad, who was there from war injuries. 
 

Pastor Malmstrom retired in 1965 to Springfield, MA and died on August 

25, 1974. Pastor Malmstrom was a cigar smoker and many at church 

reported smelling cigar smoke in the parsonage 





Women’s Retreat April 14th – 16th 
 

 
 

at Camp Calumet 
 

If you are interested in attending the midweek women’s 

retreat at Camp Calumet – Tuesday 4/14 to Thursday 4/16, 

please let Sue Wieboldt know. 
 

susieq3380@gmail.com 
 

Thank you! 

  



Emanuel’s Choir 
 

 
 

The choir meets on 

Sundays at 9AM  

in the sanctuary. 

 

All who like to make  

music are welcome. 

  





Do You Like Coffee? 
 

 
 

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday.  If it’s 

your first time (or 2nd or 3rd), people will help you and 

show you where everything is. 

 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the entry way.  Thank you. 
  



Bible Readings for Sunday March 15th 

 

First Reading Psalm 15 
 

A psalm of David. 
 

1LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 

    Who may live on your holy mountain? 
 

2 The one whose walk is blameless, 

    who does what is righteous, 

    who speaks the truth from their heart; 
3 whose tongue utters no slander, 

    who does no wrong to a neighbor, 

    and casts no slur on others; 
4 who despises a vile person 

    but honors those who fear the LORD; 

who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 

    and does not change their mind; 
5 who lends money to the poor without interest; 

    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 
 

Whoever does these things 

    will never be shaken. 

 
Second Reading 1st John 1:5-9 
 

The truth is we are sinners.  The truth is God is faithful. 
 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 

and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him 

while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in 

the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 

and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Third Reading John 18:28-40 
 

Is Jesus a king?  The people choose to release Barabbas instead of Jesus.  Jesus exercises power not 

with violence, but with love. 
 

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 

defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them and said, 

“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered, “If this man 

were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to 

them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, 



“We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had 

said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 

others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 

and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to 

this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 

Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 

came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to 

my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case 

against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. 

Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 They shouted in reply, 

“Not this man but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel. 
 

How do the Bible readings speak to you? 
 

 
  



What is Your Story? 
 

 
 

Sharing Our Stories of God 
 

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown 

up in their lives. 
 

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please 

let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 

  



Check your Thrivent Financial account. 

 

 
 

There could be free money for Emanuel. 
 

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent 

Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate 

them to help Emanuel. 

 

You can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by going online at 

www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice OR by calling 800-847-4836 and 

saying "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt.  
 

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to 

direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church! 

 

If you’re not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your 

Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent 

Choice dollars to help Emanuel. 

 

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today.  



On-line Worship at Emanuel 

Sundays at 10:30AM 
 

 
 

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship 
 

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 10:30AM: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09 

 

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering 

Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460  and  Password: 933328 

 

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and 

Facebook group page later in the day. 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09


Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 

 
 

Join us Tuesdays 9AM to 10AM at Emanuel 
 

in Jacobs Hall for 
 

Bible Study 
 

Let’s explore the Bible together. 

Everyone welcome.  



Waters of March 
 

A stick, a stone, it's the end of the road 

It's the rest of a stump, it's a little alone 

It's a sliver of glass, it is life, it's the sun 

It is night, it is death, it's a trap, it's a gun 

 

The oak when it blooms, a fox in the brush 

The knot of the wood, the song of a thrush 

The wood of the wing, a cliff, a fall 

A scratch, a lump, it is nothing at all 

 

It's the wind blowing free, it's the end of a slope 

It's a beam, it's a void, it's a hunch, it's a hope 

And the riverbank talks of the Waters of March 

It's the end of the strain, it's the joy in your heart 

 

The foot, the ground, the flesh and the bone 

The beat of the road, a sling-shot stone 

A truckload of bricks in the soft morning light 

The shot of a gun in the dead of the night 

A mile, a must, a thrust, a bump 

It's a girl, it's a rhyme, it's a cold, it's the mumps 

The plan of the house, the body in bed 

And the car that got stuck, it's the mud, it's the mud 

 

Afloat, adrift, a flight, a wing 

A cock, a quail, the promise of spring 

And the riverbank talks of the Waters of March 

It's the promise of life, it's the joy in your heart 

 

A point, a grain, a bee, a bite 

A blink, a buzzard, a sudden stroke of night 

A pin, a needle, a sting, a pain 

A snail, a riddle, a wasp, a stain 

A snake, a stick, it is John, it is Joe 

A fish, a flash, a silvery glow 

And the riverbank talks of the Waters of March 

It's the promise of life in your heart, in your heart 

 

A stick, a stone, the end of the load 

The rest of a stump, a lonesome road 

A sliver of glass, a life, the sun 

A night, a death, the end of the run 

And the riverbank talks of the Waters of March 

It's the end of all strain, it's the joy in your heart 

 
                  Antônio Carlos Jobim, 1972 



Offerings to Emanuel 
 

 
  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving 

through Simply Giving and Givelify. 
 

Offerings can be mailed to: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI  02893 
 

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to 

automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify, 

which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card. 
 

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 
 

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on 

Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here:  Donate 

 
www.emanuelww.org 

 

  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/


Crosses on the altar this Lent 
 

 
 

The 40 days of Lent are a time of repentance, a time to remember 

our mortality, and a time to look at how we are living our lives.  The 

3 crosses on the altar depict the crosses of Calvary.  Before being 

crucified Jesus was forced to wear a cross of thorns while he was 

mocked, beaten and spit upon.  The cross and thorns have become 

symbols of Jesus’ suffering, forgiveness and love for us.  

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life.”  - John 3:16 

 

Thank you to Sue Wieboldt for creating this year’s Lenten altar!  
 

Questions to ponder:  

• Why is the middle cross bigger? 

• What do the brighter colors represent? 

• Is this before or after the crucifixion? 

  



Sermon Topics 
 

 
 

Narrative Lectionary September 7 – May 24 
 

3/15  Jesus and Pilate 

3/22  Jesus Condemned 

3/29  The Crucified Messiah (Palm Sunday) 

4/5    The Resurrection (Easter) 

4/12  Doubting Thomas 



Please keep these children of God  

in your prayers this week: 
 

For Comfort & Healing: Kevin Knight (Pastor Todd’s nephew), Dolores (Lucy 

Ogden’s sister-in-law) 

 

For Grieving: the family and friends of Sherman Drew (Astrid Drew’s 

husband) 

 

March’s Memorial Candle 
 

 
 

The Memorial Candle for March is given in celebration of  

Ken & Sue Wieboldt’s wedding anniversary!  



 

This Week at Emanuel 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 

Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into 

slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the 

ministry. Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there. 

 

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 

Thursday, March 19, 2026 

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that 

he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to 

God and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult. 

 

Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 

Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the 

Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the 

Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his support 

of the Protestant Reformation. 

 

 

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar: 
 

Emanuel’s Online Calendar 
 

sThe calendar is on Emanuel’s web site. 

http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

