
Collecting pictures of mom’s 
 

 
 

for Mother’s Day 
 

Mother’s Day is Sunday May 10th – Please send pictures by 5/8 
 

Like last year - for Mother’s Day we will be putting together a 

slideshow of mothers.  We will be including the pictures people sent in 

last year. 
 

If you didn’t send a piture of your mother last year, or would like to 

send a new picture for this year’s slideshow, please email an 

electronic picture of your mother to Pastor Todd     

pastor@emanuelww.org 
 

Thank you. 

mailto:pastor@emanuelww.org


May’s Monthly Lunch 
 

 

 
 

The next lunch will be held: 

Thursday, May 21st 12:30PM 

 

The Olde Theater Diner 

33 Sandy Bottom Road, Coventry, RI 02816 
 

If you would like to go, please email or call Marcia Melanson at 
 

Phone:  401-742-8417 

Email:  mmelan4@outlook.com 
 

Friends welcome! 
  



 
  



April Food Pantry Update 
 

 
 

Emanuel's Food Pantry distributed 17,870 pounds of food in 

April to 310 people. We had 17 new families visit and fed 40 

homeless people and provided coats and gloves. 

 

Thank you to all those who support this ministry in a multitude 

of ways1 

  



Readers of Emanuel – DATE CHANGE 

Now meeting Sunday May 17th 
 

 
 

Emanuel’s book club is reading 

“Americanah” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
 

One of the New York Times’s 100 Best Books of the 21st Century • One of 

The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years 
 

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled 

Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, 

where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what 

it means to be Black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped 

to join her, but with post–9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges 

into a dangerous, undocumented life in London.  
 

We will meet Sunday May 17th at ~12PM in  Jacobs Hall to enjoy 

fellowship, food and discuss the book.  Everyone is welcome! 



Spring Bazaar Craft Nights 
 

 
(origami foxes) 

 

Tuesday evenings at Emanuel 

6:30PM to 8PM in the Fellowship Hall 
 

May 12, 19 & 26 
 

June 2 
 

No experience necessary. 

Everyone is welcome!  



 
Bishop’s Bulletin May 2026 

 

I recently participated in the 5th Anniversary of Trinity Lutheran Church, Chelmsford, 

Massachusetts becoming a Reconciling-in-Christ (RIC) congregation in intentional ministry with 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) persons. The congregation celebrated with a delicious 

luncheon, keynote speaker, and a panel discussion with LGBT individuals. 

  

During the discussion I shared that the current teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, as expressed in the social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” (2009), does not 

“prescribe” what to think about same-gender relationships. Rather, it “describes” four general 

ways in which ELCA Lutherans with “conviction, integrity, and with bound consciences” view 

same-gender relationships. The four categories might be summarized as (1) those who believe 

homosexuality is a sin, (2) those who generally agree with the view that homosexuality is a sin but 

have some openness, (3) those who believe in accepting LGBT persons and same-gender 

relationships but fall short of full acceptance and celebration, and (4) those who believe 

sexuality is a gift and that LGBT persons and same-gender relationships should be fully accepted 

in society and in the life of the ELCA. 

  

The coexistence of these four categories are currently being reviewed by the “Gift & Trust” 

Reconsiderations Task Force authorized by the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. The Task Force 

already made recommendations adopted by the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly updating 

the language of the statement (though not changing content). Over the next year the 

Reconsiderations Task Force will make proposals to the ELCA about the content of “Gift & Trust” 

and there will be opportunities for all members of the ELCA to provide feedback as the Task 

Force makes final proposals for consideration at the 2028 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.   

  

Regardless of which of the four categories reflects your personal views, “Gift and Trust” commits 

all members of the ELCA to the “responsibility to care for all children of God. This includes a 

responsibility to minister to those with diverse sex, gender, or sexual identities and to those who 

are seeking counsel about their gender or sexual self-understanding. All are encouraged to avail 

themselves of the means of grace and pastoral care. This church understands pastoral care to 

be marked by a gracious affirmation of the value of the individual’s life and by concern for their 

well-being, regardless of their sex, gender, or sexuality” (Pg 19). 

  

Additionally, “Gift and Trust” calls all ELCA Lutherans to be united in “opposing all forms of verbal 

or physical harassment and assault based on actual or perceived sex, gender, or sexuality; 

supporting legislation and policies to protect civil rights and to prohibit discrimination in housing, 

employment, and public services; and calling upon congregations and members to welcome, 

care for, and support all couples and their families and to advocate for their legal protection” 

(Pg 19). 

  



In a country and time where empathy, mercy, and kindness is increasingly defined as weakness 

and failure; in a country whose government is actively opposed to, and punishes those working 

towards, diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives; and where state and federal governments are 

actively demeaning, criminalizing, dehumanizing transgender persons, I believe this is an 

important time for the ELCA to speak a clear message of God’s love and grace for all LGBT 

persons. 

  

At a time when LGBT people are increasingly anxious and unsure whether hard won legislation 

protecting civil rights and marriage rights will continue in the future; when transgender persons 

are specifically targeted with hateful rhetoric and cruel legislation stripping away ID’s and 

restricting gender affirming medical care; and as the online “manosphere” and “looksmaxxing” 

communities promote an alpha male persona and idealized male physique that steers boys and 

men to rigid heterosexual male stereotypes, that demeans women and is explicitly homophobic, 

now is the time for the ELCA to insist on love and understanding for all LGBT persons and 

individuals.   

  

Personally, my bound conscience leads me into the fourth category of full acceptance, 

inclusion, and celebration of LGBT individuals and same-gender relationships in society and in 

the life of the church. I believe this category most accurately reflects the life-giving and liberating 

action of Jesus Christ proclaiming God’s love to the world. It also reflects my own experience of 

God’s work in my life.   

  

When I was 14 years old I was sitting in the lunchroom cafeteria with about five of my male 

friends. It was Friday and it was football game day.  We were sitting at the end of the lunchroom 

and all the students needed to walk past us to return their trays when they were done eating 

lunch. On game days, the female cheerleaders would wear their cheerleading uniforms and as 

they walked by us in their short skirt cheerleading outfits my buddies were making comments 

about the bodies of the cheerleaders not suitable for a Sunday morning sermon.  All my buddies 

participated except for me. I was quiet. After a while, one of my friends noticed this and said to 

me: “Don’t worry, Pipho. Someday you’ll reach puberty, too.”  

  

What my friend didn’t know was that as they were commenting out loud about the female 

cheerleaders walking by, I was having similar thoughts silently in my head about the male 

football players walking by dressed, as they were on gameday, in their football jerseys. I had 

indeed reached puberty along with my buddies. I was also noticing those who were walking by, 

but I was experiencing puberty differently than my friends. 

  

That was difficult for me, in the late 1980’s, early 1990’s, in the Midwestern farm culture in Iowa in 

which I grew up. In that culture, boys grew up to be men who married women and had children. 

Men were supposed to be fathers and husbands and farmers, it was all very much prescribed 

how I as a boy was to grow up and live my life. But as I reached puberty, I began to experience 

things differently. I recognized I was NOT thinking about girls in the same way other boys were 

thinking about girls. I was thinking about boys in the ways that boys would think about girls.   

  

At the same time I was recognizing I was different, I was also falling in love with Jesus and 

learning about God’s great love for me. 

  

As a very young boy, I complained to my parents about having to go to church every single 

Sunday. I remember naming all the other families in our church who didn’t go to church every 

Sunday: if my friends didn’t have to go to church every Sunday, then why did I? 

  



But my parents, to their credit and against my complaints, steadfastly took me and my two 

younger brothers to church every single Sunday, every single Wednesday during Lent for 

midweek services, and every single Maundy Thursday and Good Friday for services during Holy 

Week. Over the years my faith grew and I went from complaining about going to church as a 

boy to wanting to go to church as a teenager. At age 14, just a few months after the previously 

mentioned lunchroom conversation, I was elected to the Church Council. By age 17, I was 

elected Secretary of the Council. At 18, when I left for college people in my home church asked 

me if I was studying to be a pastor. 

  

At the same time I recognized my feelings for boys, which made me feel isolated and like an 

outcast, I was also growing in my awareness of Christ’s love for me which made me feel loved 

and accepted. Long before I could accept and embrace the truth of my sexuality, I began 

trusting that God accepted me and loved me as God’s beloved child. 

  

Some say that acceptance of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in the 

church is a sign of people abandoning faith in Jesus and pushing a liberal agenda onto the 

church. But that is not my experience. My Christian testimony is that the movement was exactly 

in the opposite direction. 

  

As I felt society’s norms and pressures rejecting me and isolating me as I was growing in 

awareness of my sexuality, it was God’s counter-cultural agenda of unconditional love, mercy 

and grace announced in the death and resurrection of Christ, which embraced me and 

welcomed me. Let me say that again: when it was society, and even the church, telling me I 

needed to live differently than how my body was telling me to live – it was the promise of God’s 

radical and profound love in Jesus Christ which was a lifeline for me and which gave me the 

faith to believe that God loved me even as a gay teenager.  

  

This was not me as a gay teenager trying to change God or the teachings of the church. Rather, 

it was God, changing my belief about myself. It was the love of Jesus telling me that even if 

others thought I was a strange outsider for the sexual feelings I was having – God, in the mercy of 

Jesus Christ, loved me and welcomed me. 

  

That is my conscience-bound belief. If you find yourself with a different belief I say peace to you. 

“Gift & Trust” encourages all people to live out their faith in the local and global community of 

the baptized with profound respect for the conscience bound belief of the neighbor. This church 

calls for mutual respect in relationships and for guidance that seeks the good of each individual 

and of the community. Regarding our life together as we live with disagreement, the people in 

this church will continue to accompany one another in study, prayer, discernment, pastoral 

care, and mutual respect” (Pg. 21). 

  

Even amidst whatever disagreements we might have, we are called to know our unity in Christ’s 

love. United in Christ’s love we are called to extend that love into the world through our 

recognition of the image of God in each person we meet – especially those who express their 

sexuality, or gender identities, or political beliefs differently than our own. United Christ, we look to 

the strength and power of the Holy Spirit to lead us more fully into mutual respect, understanding 

and love for one another and the world. Together, let us be the hands and feet of Christ as we 

welcome and embrace the image of God we find we find in all people as we participate in the 

healing God grants the world.   

  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Bishop Pipho  



Do you have an Air Conditioner 
 

 
 

You are not using? 
 

David and Kelly, who used to live in the parsonage, are 

looking for an old air conditioner they could use for the 

summer.  They live on the 3rd floor of a house and do not have 

one.  If you, or someone you know, has an air conditioner 

they could use, please let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you! 
 

pastor@emanuelww.org 

  



Garden Hoses Needed! 
 

 
 

Saturday June 20th 
 

The property committee is looking for volunteers to help clean head 

stones in Emanuel’s cemetery on Saturday June 20th. 
 

This will be a daylong event, unless we have lots of volunteers. We will 

apply a cleaner to the stones then use a soft brush to rub in then a light 

power wash. Many of the stones are presently unreadable. 
 

We have permission from a neighbor to hook up to their water spigot. 

We will need to borrow as many hoses as we can get.   We are looking 

for 1,000 feet of hose. A signup sheet will be posted in the narthex. 

Signup and put a checkmark next to your name if you can bring a 

hose.  Thank you!  



 
Join the growing movement of community members & people of faith - working 

together to support our immigrant communities. This training is for anyone who is 

concerned about the inhuman & illegal treatment of our immigrant communities - and 

are asking: "what can I do?" The training is a concrete way to answer that question by 

receiving education & legal training - and taking specific action through legislative 

lobbying. 
 

If you have attended previous legal training, you might want to refresh your 

knowledge and learn new ways to support the immigrant community through 

legislation - as the training has been updated following the experience in Minnesota. 
 

Our work together is grounded in our two core values: everyone is a beloved child of 

God and a commitment to non-violence. 
 

This training will provide guidance on how stay within the law when you: 

• are protesting 

• are a friend or bystander during ICE and CBP actions and arrests 

• are documenting ICE and CBP actions and arrests 

• are protecting your home, school, place of worship, or business from ICE 

and CBP 
 

Legislative advocacy training will include: 

• updates and information on state legislation to protect our immigrant 

communities 

• legislative process 101 (how it happens and who your reps are) 

• tips on effective advocacy 
 

April 19 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm Temple Sinai (Cranston) Registration 

April 27 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm Unitarian Universalist Congregation of South County (South 

Kingstown) Registration 

May 17 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm St. Luke's Episcopal Church (East Greenwich) Registration 

https://cadfhjpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcvIavNEhgfKTTGxGp8VUNZdPM11wDGaj9HxMprKsKqwweVebog6gv8DuL3y83rJ3XM2uNgkbXlw3u1bzCSiVaZbrrEXNjuw1pluIVp-fl6vGVH5LCn7J0W0LKNlYfAjD3VqB9If51VuJSVobWvk3WYPB8yCvXSS10xDXBR0vihYFNYCmeFGb9roROrfwPrH6Cy33cFXN7TrIk_iPn5J0A==&c=8r0k4QVoYnihLRfMK-tVSBG64AOZ-3avqjLQEGjMoqi-aX5drwAcHA==&ch=VcSPfT_hgiGD5YUCZN4U0u4JPU1-UFititTuSeyv0MDhLVDZMLZrSQ==
https://cadfhjpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcvIavNEhgfKTTGxGp8VUNZdPM11wDGaj9HxMprKsKqwweVebog6grVtpVreEoS4rFC68Oh3rLgjU2hqlBkFSklMvX44QJhrHvjfke1-atnnHPsvexwZ5V3tT7Al3KI7EyGYjHXVHPcanf5vzaWvf2O5Jqd-byVjBudUf_jxQI21C1q1Km_pTox4xnI5EYXoBDxE8xckPI9Nsa3gLcjgEvDnsw0PPpAa&c=8r0k4QVoYnihLRfMK-tVSBG64AOZ-3avqjLQEGjMoqi-aX5drwAcHA==&ch=VcSPfT_hgiGD5YUCZN4U0u4JPU1-UFititTuSeyv0MDhLVDZMLZrSQ==
https://cadfhjpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcvIavNEhgfKTTGxGp8VUNZdPM11wDGaj9HxMprKsKqwweVebog6grVtpVreEoS4AUkcaoKrfhnII6KiE7IlLTW_8RaVcH_GwxpaLfG8UThsQzmMkoUwuZ4k6KQuN9og7qJkosBV-vEMf7ZB40Vm6YMiL9IkL8-FS9wIJpdM5kALmXnv1opZNRvMXWwU8BQYfvEb7BU8n0VuH0yfJFBZxpWVDzTY8qBA&c=8r0k4QVoYnihLRfMK-tVSBG64AOZ-3avqjLQEGjMoqi-aX5drwAcHA==&ch=VcSPfT_hgiGD5YUCZN4U0u4JPU1-UFititTuSeyv0MDhLVDZMLZrSQ==


Air Conditioners Not Working 
 

 
 

Over the last couple of years all 3 of the air conditioners in the 

sanctuary have stopped working.  We are looking at ways to 

raise funds to replace them before the summer heat arrives. 

 

If you are able and feel moved to make a donation towards 

new ac in the sanctuary, you mail a check to Emanuel, put a 

donation in the offering plate, or give online by clicking here: 
 

DONATE 
 

Please write “AC” on the check or envelope. 

 

If you have any questions, ask Pastor Todd or anyone on the 

council.  Thank you. 

  

https://www.givelify.com/donate/emanuel-lutheran-church-west-warwick-ri-2j7wy5MTQ1MTg=/donation/amount


Do You Like Coffee? 
 

 
 

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday.  If it’s 

your first time (or 2nd or 3rd), people will help you and 

show you where everything is. 

 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the entry way.  Thank you. 
  



Bible Readings for Mother’s Day Sunday May 10, 2026 
  

First Reading Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 

Even through hard times there is reason to rejoice with God who is always with us. 
 

17 Though the fig tree does not bud 

    and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 

    and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen 

    and no cattle in the stalls, 

18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 

    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 

    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

    he enables me to tread on the heights. 

 
Second Reading Philippians 1:1-18a 
 

Paul writing from prison to the church in Philippi still finds reasons to rejoice and give thanks for all the saints 

there. 

 
1  Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

3 I thank my God for every remembrance of you, 4 always in every one of my prayers 

for all of you, praying with joy 5 for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will 

continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way 

about all of you, because I hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in 

God’s grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the tender affection of 

Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what really matters, so that in 

the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

12 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has 

actually resulted in the progress of the gospel, 13 so that it has become known 

throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is 

for Christ, 14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the 



Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without 

fear. 
 

15 Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry but others from goodwill. 16 These 

proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here for the defense of the 

gospel; 17 the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending 

to increase my suffering in my imprisonment. 18 What does it matter? Just this, that 

Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or true, and in that I 

rejoice. 
 

How do the Bible readings speak to you? 
 

 

  



Emanuel’s Choir 
 

 
 

The choir meets on 

Sundays at 9AM  

in the sanctuary. 

 

All who like to make  

music are welcome.  



What is Your Story? 
 

 
 

Sharing Our Stories of God 
 

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown 

up in their lives. 
 

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please 

let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 

  



Check your Thrivent Financial account. 

 

 
 

There could be free money for Emanuel. 
 

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent 

Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate 

them to help Emanuel. 

 

You can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by going online at 

www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice OR by calling 800-847-4836 and 

saying "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt.  
 

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to 

direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church! 

 

If you’re not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your 

Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent 

Choice dollars to help Emanuel. 

 

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today.  



On-line Worship at Emanuel 

Sundays at 10:30AM 
 

 
 

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship 
 

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 10:30AM: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09 

 

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering 

Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460  and  Password: 933328 

 

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and 

Facebook group page later in the day. 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09


Offerings to Emanuel 
 

 
  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving 

through Simply Giving and Givelify. 
 

Offerings can be mailed to: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI  02893 
 

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to 

automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify, 

which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card. 
 

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 
 

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on 

Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here:  Donate 

 
www.emanuelww.org 

 

  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/


Did You Know? 
 

 
 

Emanuel belongs to the Rhode Island Conference of the New England Synod.  The Rhode 

Conference is made up of 14 congregations including 2 from southern Massachusetts. 

 

Each year a short report is put together describing what is going on in the conference.  This is 

published as part of the materials for the synod assembly in June.  Below is this year’s report for 

the RI Conference. 

 

RHODE ISLAND CONFERENCE 

 

Our rostered leaders meet every couple of months for fellowship and to look for ways to 

support one another. 

 

This past year was one of change.  St. Mark's in Woonsocket went through the process of 

holy closure and celebrated its last service in June.  We also welcomed 4 new pastors to the 

conference.  One of these, Pastor Nick Sollom, died by suicide in December shortly after he 

started.  This was shocking and profoundly sad.  The congregation, conference and synod 

came together to grieve, support one another and lean on the God who has the power to 

heal our brokenness and transform even our worst moments. 

 

Below is a summary of the life and work of our congregations and ministries from this past 

year: 

 

Attleboro, MA – Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

Immanuel Attleboro continues to do the work of building the Kingdom of God in southern 

Massachusetts. Our congregation proudly supports the Hebron Food Pantry. By supporting 

Hebron, as well as offering food items to those who come to the church seeking help, 

Immanuel follows Christ’s mandate to feed the hungry and poor. A new relationship with 2nd 

Congregational Church in Attleboro developed in 2025. Members of both congregations 

gather weekly to discuss the life of Jesus and his followers as depicted in the popular series, 

The Chosen. These weekly meetings have joyfully impacted the faith lives of both 

communities. Several 2nd Congregational members attended Good Friday services at 



Immanuel, and Immanuel joined them for Easter Sunrise service. We continue to be a very 

proud RIC congregation, welcoming members of the LGBTQ+ family. We meet for worship 

each Sunday at 9:30AM and participate in a number of ministries including the Crafters’ 

Circle and the Food n’ Friends Program, which provides emergency, hot, nutritious meals to 

those in need. 

 

Barrington, RI - St. James Lutheran Church 
 

St. James welcomed a new pastor this year - Pastor Eric Wolf.  He was installed on Sunday 

February 22, 2026.  We are looking forward to walking in faith together.  St. James is an 

enthusiastic partner of the Loaves and Fishes Rhode Island interfaith ministry. 

 

Charlestown, RI - St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Charlestown continues to live out its faith in action thorugh 

worship, service, and care. This past year, Voices of Joy and Servants of Joy have helped us 

build strong relationships with local children, youth, and families through programs offered in 

the public schools. Voices of Joy included two month long Tuesday sessions during the 

academic year centered on songs, snacks, and crafts, while Servants of Joy offered a month 

long session for middle school youth built around snacks, games, and service projects. In 

these ministries, we seek to share the joy, welcome, and love of Jesus Christ with young 

people and their families. We also continue to serve neighbors through ministries like the food 

pantry and Personal Needs Closet. Care ministry remains central to our life together, with 

pastors, lay staff, and volunteers offering prayer, visits, and support through times of grief, 

illness, and transition. This has also been a year of visible movement, as construction of the 

Open Air Sanctuary has been built! Landscaping work has begun in the Memorial Garden. 

Additionally this year, former intern Pastor Josh Carlson Kroschel began serving alongside 

Pastor Lisa Stoen Hazelwood as Co-Pastors. Through it all, St. Andrew remains committed to 

following Jesus Christ as a visible and compassionate presence in Charlestown and beyond.    

 

East Greenwich, RI – First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

As First Lutheran continues in the path of transition, we have continuously looked for 

opportunities to move forward. One focus of the past year has been on capital 

improvements, including new air-conditioning in our Oceans of Grace building, a new roof 

and new heating system for our sanctuary, and major renovations to our parsonage. While 

these are physical improvements, our congregation also has placed a strong focus on 

exploring options and opportunities in welcoming new members and assisting those in need 

within our community. Where there is a need, we are there to offer assistance.  
 

In September of 2025 we were excited and hopeful as we called Rev. Nicholas John Sollom 

to be our next pastor, grateful for the almost three years Pastor Michael T. Lembke served as 

our transition pastor. Pastor Nick joined us on December 1st and sadly took his own life by 

suicide on December 13th.  His death came as a profound shock to our congregation and 

left us grieving deeply. Our Congregation responded to the death of our Pastor with 

compassion and resolve and continues to seek growth in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

We are grateful for the support of the New England Synod, Bishop Pipho, Kim Bergstrand and 

Rev. Bill Barter for their support following Pastor Nick’s death. We are deeply grateful to 

Pastor Mike Lembke, who felt the call to return and support us through our time of grief.  We 

also thank our sister congregations within the Synod for their compassion and support.   
 



Moving forward, we now welcome Pastor Danny Hammons, who has  joined us as Transition 

Pastor while we continue the Call Process. As we look to the year ahead, we do so with 

hope, confidence, and trust in God’s steadfast love. We will continue to care well for each 

other, for the gifts entrusted to us, our faithfulness in our love for God, and our ability to serve 

our neighbors. 

 

Fairhaven, MA - Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

 In the area of worship, we continue to bring the whole community together with one worship 

service only Sundays.  Our Family Worship service continues its growth with a number of new 

families partnering with us this past year.  We witnessed the continued growth and 

development of the music worship component through the leadership of Toni Weeden with 

the expansion of the drop in choir concept to now include the young people of the 

community. In the area of nurture, we have witnessed an education staff leading the way in 

speaking to the importance of God’s Word throughout class offerings and through the many 

ministry and mission projects such as the assembling of Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World 

Relief and Family to Family Holiday gift giving through local agencies. We have seen an 

increased interest among the adult membership to nurture their faith through a weekly Bible 

study group. In regards to the Shepherd’s Pantry, this year we expanded our memorial garden 

to include an area set aside for growing produce given directly to our local food pantry. In 

the area of fellowship and outreach we continue to seek ways to bring the whole 

congregation together while supporting mission and ministry as witnessed by our annual 

Souper Bowl event and our “brat” booth at the Fairhaven Homecoming Fair. While we 

continue to explore new and innovative ways to share in ministry and mission, we, also, rejoice 

in the tried and traditional and in the God who creates through commitment to the traditions 

among us such as the annual Christmas Fair. We continue to give thanks and rejoice in the 

ways we care and love one another and the worl in which we live with no notice or 

fanfare.  We live out the story of faith even as we make known the Word made flesh – full of 

grace and truth. 

 

Kingston, RI – Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

2025 was a year of focus on financial matters.  Over the course of the year and into 2026 we 

managed to pay off the mortgage on the new addition to our building.  This focused 

concern was a liberating move for our congregation.  Knowing a congregation is called to 

share in ministries with other agencies, in 2025 Good Shepherd yoked with several other 

agencies in the South County section of our state and other agencies of service to our world.  

We supported ministries in 2025 by providing $13,079 to other groups.  Our Minister of Music, 

Heather Skidds has introduced new liturgies for our worship.  The congregation manages 

new music well because of the skill of Heather and her rich training in Christian liturgy.  We 

welcomed new members, baptized new Christians, confirmed the faith of others, and sought 

to make real our identity as a church reconciling in Christ.  

 

Newport, RI – St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

St. Peter’s is in an exciting time of transition since our new pastor, the Rev. Kenton Goldsby, 

arrived in January. We have seen some growth in worship attendance and participation in 

congregational events, and we are encouraged by the positive momentum. Last fall, our 

congregation became Reconciling in Christ, something we are thrilled about. We continue 

to be good partners with local community organizations like the Pell School, the Martin 



Luther King Jr. Community Center, and Ukraine Relief Project-Aquidneck, among others. 

Students from local colleges stop into worship from time to time, and we appreciate the 

volunteer service hours donated by students at Salve Regina University. One major strength 

of our community is our welcoming spirit, and our coffee hour is less about coffee and more 

about community. 

 

Pawtucket, RI – St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

St. Matthew Trinity offers in-person and live streaming worship on Sunday mornings.  We are a 

diverse church that welcomes everyone. We have a large contingent of members from 

Liberia or of Liberian-descent. St. Matthew Trinity hosts a food pantry weekly for residents of 

Pawtucket and Central Falls and serves as an emergency food site for the Rhode Island 

Community Food Bank. The Darlington Early Childhood Center is hosted at SMTLC and serves 

children eighteen months to five years of age. We are currently in the process of calling a 

new full-time Pastor.  The Rev. Dr. Daniel Anderson is serving as interim minister. Jeanne 

DiPretoro is serving as Licensed Lay Minister.  

 

Providence, RI – Church Beyond the Walls 
 

Church Beyond the Walls (CBW) is a street-church community called to build solidarity 

among people from all walks of life –housed and unhoused, poor and privileged, churched 

and unchurched. We are a specialized mission of the Episcopal Diocese of RI in partnership 

with the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  CBW worships 

every Saturday at 2PM at Burnside Park in Providence (rain or shine). 

 

Providence, RI – Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
 

This remarkable year has been filled with the constant testimony of God’s abundant love 

and guidance. As we take a moment to pause and celebrate this victory, our hearts are 

filled with gratitude and thanksgiving. I will highlight only few things. 
 

The success of the church picnic in August.  Among the participants, there were several 

members from an Anglican church in Lawrence, Massachusetts who joined us.  Four children 

were baptized in that event.  
 

Gloria Dei celebrated its 135th anniversary this year. In the face of financial hurdles, we did 

host two Christmas Bazaars in November. The events featured an array of crafts, silent 

auction and Dominican food. We are grateful for the positive impact these fundraisings has 

had on our financial standing, and we remain committed to exploring innovative ways to 

navigate and overcome future challenges.  
 

Until the end of December 2025, Sanctuary and Christo la Roca church remained the 

tenants in our facilities. Christo la Roca church lease will end February 2026 and they will not 

be renewing their lease. We are currently engaged in ongoing negotiations with Sanctuary 

Church regarding their next lease agreement. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

Looking ahead to the coming years, our vision for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church remains firmly 

rooted in our mission to love and serve God and our neighbors. In closing, I extend heartfelt 

thanks to each member of our congregation for their continued dedication, support, and 

love. Together, we are collectively building a vibrant and compassionate community that 

reflects the love of Christ. May God's grace continue to guide us on our journey in the years. 



 

Providence, RI – La Iglesia Evangélica Luterana del Sur de Providence 
 

La Iglesia is a Spanish speaking church in South Providence.  They offer service on-line and in-

person.  They share space with All Saints Memorial Episcopal Church.  Victor Cabrera serves 

as acting pastor. 

 

Warwick, RI – Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
 

Pilgrim worships on Sunday mornings and offers Sunday school and confirmation classes.  Our 

weekly food pantry serves many in need and is a partner of the Rhode Island Food Bank.  

During the week we rent out our building to organizations like Catholic Charities’ - Faith 

Formation for People with Disabilities and the Church of Pentecost RI.  Currently we do not 

have a full-time pastor.  Sunday services are led by long-term supply pastors including 

Lutheran Pastor Daphne Burt and Episcopal Priest Rich Schweinsburg.  Pastor Todd Stange is 

our contact pastor and covers any needs that come up during the week.  In many ways 

Pilgrim is on the cutting edge – as a congregation without a fulltime pastor.  This is still new to 

us, but by making good use of our building, and partnering with other organizations and 

congregations, God is continuing to act in powerful ways through us. 

 

Warwick, RI – St. Paul Lutheran Church and Bethany Ministry 
 

St. Paul and Bethany church is steady and continuing the mission work that we did last year! 
  

We are spreading God’s goodness with our worship! We continue Saturday evening service 

at Matthew XXV and Sunday service in our sanctuary. The one on Sunday is the hybrid 

model, which we stream out and later upload to the church's Facebook page. 
  

We are spreading God’s goodness through our actions! The people of St. Paul and Bethany 

are always very compassionate about our neighbors and those in need. We continue to 

offer a free lunch program every Sunday. We offer additional Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, 

and Easter Sunday meals. We continued hosting the Spring Festival to invite everyone, and 

we enjoyed cuddling baby animals, participating in craft activities, and sharing food and 

fellowship with our neighbors. Our “Love Our Neighbor” project is to collect and donate 

water bottles for the homeless shelter for their feeding program over the summer. We collect 

donations and school supplies each year for CCAP and clothing for Oakland Beach 

Elementary School. This year, we began planning and organizing “Jesus Closet” and will 

launch it in 2026. This program will give out clothing items to people in need during our free 

lunchtime on Sunday. The church continues to collaborate with other conference churches 

for the Thanksgiving service and the confirmation. 
 

West Warwick, RI – Emanuel Lutheran Church 
 

In many ways this past year was a year of growth at Emanuel.  Our average worship 

attendance continued to go up – from the fall off during COVID.  We averaged 60 

worshippers per week.  And last spring we had the pleasure of welcoming 14 new members.  

In the fall our solar project came to fruition.  The panels were installed in August and 

activated in September.  Since then, we haven’t had to pay an electrical bill.  This is good 

news.  In 2025, Emanuel’s Food Pantry distributed 203,551 pounds of food to 4,488 people.  

We are a proud partner of the Rhode Island Food Bank.  The food pantry is open every 

Tuesday from 10am to 12pm.  In the spring, Emanuel’s council put together new safe church 

procedures for when someone on the sex offender registry is attending events at the church.  



Putting together these procedures wasn’t easy.  It involved wrestling with issues of inclusion 

and safety.  In the end, I believe we ended up with procedures that balance both.  During 

the year we had a number of fun and well attended youth events - an Easter Egg Hunt in the 

spring and at our summer Drama Camp, we had 20 children participate with even more 

teenagers and adults volunteering.  Our Wednesday night Bible study spent much of the 

year going through the book of Genesis.  The monthly lunch group met faithfully throughout 

the year.  The organizer of the lunch for many years, Michael Groleau, died in September.  

He will be missed and thought of as we continue the tradition of meeting monthly for lunch.  

We look forward to discovering what the new year will bring – trusting that God will be there 

with us.  In 2026 Emanuel will be celebrating its 140th anniversary. 

 

Woonsocket, RI – St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

After more than 60 years as a congregation, St. Mark's made the decision to go through the 

process of holy closure last year.  They celebrated their last worship service on June 1, 2025.  

Many people with the connections to the congregation came back to share memories and 

celebrate all the works of God that were done throughout the years. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Todd Stange 

Rhode Island Conference Dean 

 

 



Sermon Topics 
 

 
 

Narrative Lectionary September 7 – May 24 
 

5/10  Partnership in the Gospel (Mother’s Day) 

5/17  The Christ Hymn 

5/24  Pentecost & Confirmation Rite 

5/31  Trinity Sunday! 

6/7    Summer sermon series begins 

 

During the summer June 7th through September 6th we will be 

doing several sermon series.  If you have an idea for a sermon 

series, please let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 

pastor@emanuelww.org 

  



Please keep these children of God  

in your prayers this week: 
 

For Healing & Comfort: Arline Bowler (cousin of Kathy Anderson) 

 

 
 

May’s Memorial Candle 
 

 
 

The Memorial Candle for May is given by Georgette Clark 

In loving memory of Donald Clark  



This Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, May 4 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, May 5 9:00am 

10:00am 

 

6:30pm 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor’s Office Hours 10AM to 2PM 

Bazaar Craft Night (FH)  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, May 6 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

Bible Study on the book of Acts (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, May 7 6:30pm Finance Committee (ONLINE) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, May 8 9:00am Sue in the office 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, May 9   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, May 10 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

Next Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, May 11 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, May 12 9:00am 

10:00am 

 

4:45pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor’s Office Hours 10AM to 2PM 

Christian Education Committee (ONLINE) 

Bazaar Craft Night (FH)  

Worship & Music Committee (ONLINE) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, May 13 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, May 14 7:00pm Council Meeting (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, May 15 9:00am Sue in the office 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, May 16   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, May 17 

7th Sunday of Easter 

8:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

10:30am 

11:30am 

12:00pm 

Worship in Person 

Choir 

Sunday School (FH) 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 

Readers of Emanuel book club (JH) 



  

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Philip and James, Apostles 

Friday, May 1, 2026 

Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” 

Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from 

another apostle named James. 

 

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 

Saturday, May 2, 2026 

Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those 

who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of 

the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright 

views. 

 

Matthias, Apostle 

Thursday, May 14, 2026 

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a 

replacement for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of 

Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, 

Matthias's celebration is moved to May 14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 

 

 

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar: 
 

Emanuel’s Online Calendar 
 

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site. 

http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

