
July’s Monthly Lunch 
 

 

 

The next lunch will be held: 

next Thursday, July 16th 12:30PM 

 

at the Crow’s Nest 
288 Arnolds Neck Dr, Warwick, RI 02886 

s 

If you would like to go, please email or call Marcia Melanson at 
 

Phone:  401-742-8417 

Email:  mmelan4@outlook.com 
 

Friends welcome! 

 



Summer Drama Camp’s - “Babble at Babel” 
 

 

 

 
 

Last Friday the summer Drama Camp put on the musical “Babble at Bael” – the story 

of the Tower of Bable.  Thank you to the children, their parents and the multitude of 

volunteers both young and old who helped to make for a great Drama Camp week.  

Special thanks to Kat Brown who started many months ago organizing and leading! 



Readers of Emanuel 
 

 
 

Emanuel’s book club is reading 

“The Dearly Beloved” by Cara Wall 
 

This is Wall's debut novel.  It focuses on two couples, Charles and Lily, and 

James and Nan, whose lives intertwine when the men become co-pastors 

at a New York City church in 1963. 

 

The book was a New York Times Editor's Choice, a Read with Jenna book 

club selection, and the winner of the 2021 Wilbur Award. 

 

We will meet Sunday July 26th at ~10:45AM in Jacobs Hall to enjoy 

fellowship, food and discuss the book. Everyone is welcome! 
 



 
Bishop’s Bulletin July 2026 

 

A reflection on the 2026 New England Synod Assembly 

“And the word became flesh and lived among us – living the story of Jesus” 
  

Over four hundred New England Synod Lutherans gathered at the DCU Center in Worcester, 

Massachusetts, June 4-6, 2026 for this year’s synod assembly. I encourage you to visit: 

www.nelutherans.org/assembly for comprehensive information about the assembly including 

election results, amended language of two resolutions approved by the assembly, approved 

changes to the synod constitution and the text of my Bishop’s Report along with its 

accompanying Powerpoint presentation. You can also find video for all three days of the 

Assembly and you can rewatch any moment of interest. 
  

The Synod Assembly acted on behalf of the 17,000 active participants and 30,000 baptized 

members of the over 160 congregations, synodically authorized worshiping communities, 

campus ministries and specialized ministries of the New England Synod. By approving a 

budget, electing leaders and passing resolutions, the Assembly provided direction and 

guidance to our life together in Christ. Now that the Synod Assembly has adjourned, it is up 

to each of us to live out the commitments made on our behalf by the Synod Assembly. 
  

Specifically, I invite you to three actions: 
  

[1] Share your faith in Jesus Christ. Vice President Casey Wilson, Director of Evangelical 

Mission Pastor Cassandra Chavez, and Pastor Joshua Sullivan all shared their personal faith 

stories at the assembly. Additionally, Pastor Jessica Goodrich shared a powerful sermon in 

the sending worship in which she shared her own journey of faith and the promise of God’s 

love poured out upon all flesh. Many commented that these brief faith stories, and Pastor 

Goodrich’s sermon, were among the most powerful moments of the Assembly. I believe they 

were powerful because they were real. There was no sugar coating, no glossing over doubts 

and questions, no pretense that a life of faith is all roses.  Instead, the stories were of blessed 

children of God, in the full reality of their selves, experiencing God’s grace breaking in 

among them leading them to faith and life. 

  

How can you share your faith in Jesus Christ with those around you? Who might that one 

person be with whom you can share your faith? How might we continue the power of faith 

sharing we experienced at the Assembly as we actively share our faith with those around us 

in our lives?   

  

[2] Build relationships with Conference Congregations. Time was allocated during the 

Assembly for each of the synod’s Conferences to be in conversation with each other. Many 

said these conversations were helpful and it was difficult for me as chair to bring a close to 

http://track.robly.com/aa519886-90b2-4416-8bc7-88fc61e87e82D3AE8DE9581465C51EC790C941F0CC5B


these lively conversations in order to move us on to the next item on our agenda. These 

conversations were just the beginning of what we hope will be ongoing conversations 

leading to an event in each Conference at some point in the coming year. 

  

I shared in my Bishop’s Report that God’s mathematics are not our own. In God’s math, 1+1 

= 3, 4, 5 or more.  In other words, when we collaborate and work together, the whole is often 

far greater than the sum of its parts. Moving past our suspicion of, and rivalries with, 

neighboring Lutheran and ecumenical congregations, how might we experience the Spirit 

moving in new ways in collaboration with other Christians? How are you called to participate 

in the work of your Conference getting to know each other, and local ecumenical 

congregations, over the next year? 

  

[3] Boycott companies and products complicit in the illegal Israeli occupation of the West 

Bank and the ongoing genocide in Gaza and take climate change seriously with real 

actions. Two resolutions approved by the Assembly call us to put our faith into specific action 

as we love and serve our neighbors. I invite you to read the amended and approved texts of 

the resolutions on the Synod website. Additionally, there are resources there that can help 

guide your consideration as to which companies and products you might prayerfully boycott 

in support of our Palestinian Lutheran siblings in Christ. I invite you to watch, and perhaps 

show in your congregation, the panel discussion on Friday, June 5th, in which we discussed 

the rationale for the boycott and talked together about the lived reality of our Palestinian 

Lutheran siblings. 

  

Taking climate change seriously and boycotting companies and products complicit in 

apartheid and ethnic cleansing in Palestine are real actions disciples of Jesus can take for 

the sake of loving and serving our neighbors. These are ways we can “do something” in 

response to actions threatening the lives and livelihoods of our neighbors and future 

generations. These are not distractions from proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ, these are 

ways we are proclaiming Christ’s love in real ways of loving service for our neighbors. 

  

The Synod Council will be meeting in July to discuss how the Synod Council can respond to 

these resolutions. Our hope is that our Synod Council conversation, engagement, and action 

will model for congregations and individuals their own faithful response.  How will you and 

your congregation respond? 

  

Tell the story of Jesus … nurture relationships … do racial justice … These continue to be my 

priorities in my call as your bishop and they shaped our time together as Synod Assembly. 

Again, now that the Assembly has adjourned it’s up to congregations and individuals to live 

out these priorities. Share your faith with your neighbors. Nurture relationships with local 

congregations for the sake of gospel mission. Act in real ways to care for the earth and to 

remove money from companies and products complicit in the death and harm our 

Palestinian siblings are experiencing. Indeed may it be so! 

  

I pray each of you may find places of rest and nourishment in these beautiful summer 

months. 

  

To God be the glory! 

Bishop Pipho 



Summer Worship Schedule 
 

 
 

One service at 9:15am 
 

June 21 through September 6



 
 

 
 

GIVE TO LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is responding in Venezuela through trusted, long-standing 

partners in the region, including the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Venezuela (IELV). ELCA partners have deployed 

assessment teams to affected areas, working together to identify urgent needs, 

provide immediate relief (e.g. food, shelter, water) and coordinate a plan for long-

term assistance. 

 

You can donate to Lutheran Disaster Response by clicking on the link below: 

 

https://give.elca.org/page/99823/donate/1?_ga=2.235788801.145068886.1782943

881-1319370386.1782943881 

 

 

https://give.elca.org/page/99823/donate/1?_ga=2.235788801.145068886.1782943881-1319370386.1782943881
https://give.elca.org/page/99823/donate/1?_ga=2.235788801.145068886.1782943881-1319370386.1782943881


Food Pantry June 2026 
 

 
 

In the month of June Emanuel's Food pantry gave out 23,864 pounds 

of food to 384 people.  We were visited by 24 new families this month.



Do You Like Coffee? 
 

 
 

If so, consider hosting coffee hour one Sunday.  If it’s 

your first time (or 2nd or 3rd), people will help you and 

show you where everything is. 

 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

in the entry way.  Thank you. 
 



Bible Readings for Sunday July 12, 2026 
  

First Reading Revelation 21:1-6 
 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. 

Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the 

new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said 

to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 

thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

 

Second Reading Matthew 24:1-8, 29-44 
 

In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them 

and upon the world.  He tells his disciples and us that not even he knows when the day of judgement 

is coming, but that we should not be alarmed, but rather keep awake and be ready whenever it 

may come. 
 

1 As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point 

out to him the buildings of the temple. 2Then he asked them, ‘You see all these, do 

you not? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown 

down.’  
 

3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, 

saying, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 

end of the age?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. 5For 

many will come in my name, saying, “I am the Messiah!” and they will lead many 

astray. 6And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; 

for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places: 8all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.  
 

29 ‘Immediately after the suffering of those days 

the sun will be darkened, 



   and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from heaven, 

   and the powers of heaven will be shaken.  
30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” 

with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, 

and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 

other.  
 

32 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, 

you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not 

pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away.  
 

36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.  
 

How do the Bible readings speak to you? 
 

 



What is Your Story? 
 

 
 

Sharing Our Stories of God 
 

We are inviting people to share stories of how God has shown 

up in their lives. 
 

If you would be willing to share a story from your life, please 

let Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 



Check your Thrivent Financial account. 

 

 
 

There could be free money for Emanuel. 
 

Please check your account now, to see if you have free Thrivent 

Choice dollars available. If you do, you can tell Thrivent to donate 

them to help Emanuel. 

 

You can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by going online at 

www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice OR by calling 800-847-4836 and 

saying "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt.  
 

There are thousands of dollars available each year. But you need to 

direct them to Emanuel, so they will benefit our church! 

 

If you’re not familiar with the Thrivent Choice program, just ask your 

Thrivent Representative. Or send an e mail to Pastor Todd, or 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson. They can assist you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already designated their Thrivent 

Choice dollars to help Emanuel. 

 

Please direct your Thrivent Choice dollars today. 



On-line Worship at Emanuel 

During the summer Sundays at 9:15AM 
 

 
 

What to Do - if You would Like to Come to On-line Worship 
 

Just click on the Zoom link below on Sunday at 9:15AM: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09 

 

You can also join us by phone by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering 

Meeting ID: 936 9086 4460  and  Password: 933328 

 

A video of the service will be posted on Emanuel’s website and 

Facebook group page later in the day. 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93690864460?pwd=cHZ5RVNsdnFYcDhhNVdMKzA2VEN1QT09


Offerings to Emanuel 
 

 
  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been mailing in their offering or giving 

through Simply Giving and Givelify. 
 

Offerings can be mailed to: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

20 Leaf Street 

West Warwick, RI  02893 
 

OR you can use either the Simply Giving program, which allows you to 

automate the giving of an offering from a checking account, or Givelify, 

which is online app that allows giving through a debit or credit card. 
 

If you would like to find out more about either of these, please let 

Emanuel’s Treasurer, Carol Johnson, or Pastor Todd know.  Thank you. 
 

You can give to Emanuel through Givelify by clicking on the DONATE button on 

Emanuel’s website OR by clicking here:  Donate 

 
www.emanuelww.org 

 

 

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MTQ1MTg=/selection
http://www.emanuelww.org/


Sermon Topics 
 

 
 

Summer 2026 Sermon Series (13 Sundays) 
 

Rediscovering Lost Women of the Bible 

June 14: The daughters of Zelophehad 

June 21: Deborah and Jael 

June 28: Jezebel 

July 5:     Orpah 
 

The Rapture 

July 12: End Times and the Rapture 
 

Psalms 

July 19:     Psalm 23 

July 26:     Psalm 88 

August 2: Psalm 139 
 

Hard Passages of the Bible 

August 9:   Balaam and His Donkey 

August 16: Lot's Wife Turning to Salt 

August 23: Ecclesiastes 

August 30: The Story of Hagar 
 

God & Sex 

September 6: Does God want us to have sex? 



Please keep these children of God  

in your prayers this week: 
 

For Healing & Comfort: Sandy Johnson (friend of the food pantry),  

Ana and Nathan Maine (Bob & Helen’s daughter-in-law and son) 

 

 
 

July’s Memorial Candle 
 

 
 

The Memorial Candle for July is given by Lynne Wolff In loving 

memory of her dad Henry Hoth 



This Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, July 6 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, July 7 10:00am Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor’s Office Hours 10AM to 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, July 8 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, July 9 7:00pm Council meeting (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, July 10 9:00am Sue in the office 9AM to 1PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, July 11   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, July 12 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15am 

10:15am 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

Next Week at Emanuel 
 

Monday, July 13 10:00am 

7:00pm 

Deliveries to food pantry (10AM – 1PM) 

Al-Anon (Jacobs Hall) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, July 14 10:00am Food Pantry 10AM - 12PM 

Pastor’s Office Hours 10AM to 2PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, July 15 10:00am Ellie’s Circle (JH) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, July 16 12:30pm Monthly Lunch at the Crow’s Nest 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday, July 17 9:00am Sue in the office 9AM to 1PM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday, July 18   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, July 19 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15am 

10:15am 

Worship in Person & Online 

Coffee Hour 
 

 

 



Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in 

Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks 

around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and 

adapted by others. 

 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 

World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship 

principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 

 

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 

Friday, July 17, 2026 

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 

military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with 

Indigenous enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He 

worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native 

peoples. 
s 

 

Double click on link below to see Emanuel’s online calendar: 
 

Emanuel’s Online Calendar 
 

The calendar is on Emanuel’s web site. 

http://www.emanuelww.org/page/180019439/180118518/Calendar

